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Chapter 28 SIGNS AND Bl LLBOARDS*

*State law reference(s)--Authority of city to regulate, control or
prohibit the erection of signs or billboards, Vernon's Ann. Cv. St.
art. 1175(24).

Art. |I. In CGeneral, 88 28-1--28-30
Art. Il. Licenses, 8§ 28-31--28-90
Div. 1. Cenerally, 88 28-31--28-50
Div. 2. Billboard Operators, 88 28-51--28-70
Div. 3. Commercial Sign Operators, 88 28-71--28-90
Art. Ill. Permts, 88 28-91--28-109
Art. |V. Erection and Mai ntenance Regul ati ons, 88 28-110--28-160
Div. 1. Cenerally, 88 28-110--28-135
Div. 2. Billboards, 88 28-136--28-160
Art. V. Portable Signs, 88 28-161--28-185
Art. VI. Reserved, 88 28-186--28-215
Art. VII. Uban Corridors, 88 28-216--28-231
Div. 1. Cenerally, 88 28-216--28-222
Dv. 2. IH10/FM 1604 Urban Corridor, 88 28-223--28-231
Art. VIII. Anortization Plan for Nonconform ng Signs, 88 28-232--28-235
Art. I X On-Prenises Signs, 88 28-236--28-247
ARTI CLE I. I N GENERAL
Sec. 28-1. Short title.
Thi s chapter shall be known and may be referred to as the sign
and bill board ordinance of the city.
(Ord. No. 58486 § 34-1, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-2. Legislative findings; intent.

In enacting this chapter, special notice has been taken of the
of ten conpeting viewpoints of citizens and the sign industry;



particularly that portion of the industry engaged in billboard
operations. Frequently, the citizens' right to an unobstructed view
has been pitted against the right of the sign industry and its
clients to do business, pronoting a "winner take all" in resolving
conflicts. This chapter has been designed to protect and acconmodate
bot h concerns. As such, it has inevitably, and properly, led to sone
forms of conpromise. In arriving at these conprom ses, every possible
consi deration has been afforded the public interest, individua
property and business rights, and the need for signs and outdoor
advertising. Conprom se obviously inplies nmutual concessions and/or

| osses; it al so suggests, and this chapter has been devel oped in that
spirit, mutual gains and benefits. It is, further, the intent of this
chapter that its burdens and benefits be fairly and rationally

di stributed anong all parties invol ved.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-2, 3-22-84
Sec. 28-3. Purpose.

This chapter is enacted to provide m ni num standards to protect
the life, health, safety, property, welfare, conveni ence and
enj oynent of the general public by regulating and controlling the
design, quality of materials, construction, erection, |ocation,
electrification, lighting, use, maintenance, and safe transportation
of all outdoor advertising signs and sign structures as well as
ascertain that all billboard and commrercial sign operators are
properly licensed, insured, and bonded. The purposes of this chapter
are, in addition to making San Antoni o safer by elimnating or
reduci ng safety hazards, to contribute to the devel opnent and
mai nt enance of an attractive visual environment while facilitating
t he communi cati on of nmessages to the public, the follow ng:

(1) Protect the safety and efficiency of the city's
transportati on network by reducing confusion or
di stractions to notorists and enhancing notorists' ability
to see pedestrians, obstacles, other vehicles and offici al
traffic signs, signals, or devices by elimnating a
proliferation of nessages for the reader.

(2) Require that all signs conformto the erection and
mai nt enance regulations to insure that they are safely
constructed and do not create hazards or obstructions to
access and views, or be |located on a public right-of-way.

(3) Preserve, protect and enhance aesthetic and
econom c/ property val ues regardl ess of whether they are of
a natural or manmade environnent by establishing
requi rements for the height, size, brightness and novenent
of comrercial signs.

(4) Preserve, protect and enhance the image and attractiveness
of the Gty of San Antonio for its citizens and visitors
through the identification of the special character and
econom ¢ advantages of its subareas.



(5) Preserve and enhance the inpression of the city which is
conveyed to citizens, tourists and visitors by limting
t he construction and erection of any new bill boards.

(6) Preserve, protect and inprove San Antonio's quality of
life, which although difficult to define, is possibly the
city's nost val uabl e resource.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-2, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, § 1, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-4. Enforcenent.

(a) Jurisdiction. The provisions of this chapter shall be
applicable to the entire area wthin the corporate limts of the Cty
of San Antonio and in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of the
Gty of San Antonio as defined in the Minicipal Annexation Act
(Article 970(a), Vernon's Texas G vil Statutes).

(b) Board authority.

(1) The electrical exam ning and supervising board shall have
authority regarding licensing, off-prem ses signs and
el ectrical considerations as explicitly set out in various
sections of this chapter.

(2) The nmenbers of the board of adjustnment shall act as an
advi sory board to the director of building inspections
regardi ng requests for variances fromregul ations wthin
Article I X (on-prem ses signs) and Article VII (urban
corridors within the city's extraterritori al
jurisdiction). Urban corridors within the city's corporate
[imts remain under the purview of the Unified Devel opnent
Code. In addition, the board shall act as an advisory
board to the director regarding any decision interpreting
Article | X made by the chief electrical inspector.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-3, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62654, § 1, 4-3-86; Od.
No. 83198, § 1, 11-16-95)

Sec. 28-5. Legislative nature of "comentaries."

Throughout this chapter, subsections prefaced "conmentary" have
been inserted bel ow i ndi vidual sections of the text. Each commentary
is intended as an official statenent of |egislative finding or
pur pose. \Whenever a section or subsection is deenmed to require
clarification, explanation of intent, or further elaboration, a
conment ary has been included. These commentaries have been
| egi sl atively adopted together with the nore formal text of the
chapter. They are intended as a guide to the adm nistration and
interpretation of the chapter and shall be treated in that fashion

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-2, 3-22-84)



Sec. 28-6. Definitions.

When used in this chapter, the followi ng terns shall have the
foll ow ng neani ngs:

Abandoned sign shall mean a commercial sign which no | onger
serves to direct attention to a business, product, service, or
activity which is conducted upon the prem ses where such sign is
| ocat ed.

Advertiser shall nean any natural person or entity created by | aw
who uses signs or other nediumto convey a nessage.

Advertising bench shall mean any bench providing seating to the
general public w thout charge, which may bear adverti sing.

Aut onobi | e sales shall mean a business enterprise whose prinmary
activity is the sale of new autonobiles or trucks.

Bill shall nean any advertising poster or handbill.

Bi |l board operator shall mean any person |licensed by the
el ectrical exam ning and supervising board to install, erect,
service, maintain, alter, repair or denolish billboards.

Board, unl ess otherw se stated, shall nean the electrica
exam ni ng and supervi si ng board.

Cabi net sign shall mean a sign consisting of netal enclosures
whi ch have a face area to provi de nmessages or advertising and which
may or may not be illum nated.

Channel letter sign shall mean a sign conposed of raised, cut-out
letters or synbols constructed of nmetal which may or may not be
i1l um nated.

Commer ci al sign operator shall nean any person |icensed by the
el ectrical exam ning and supervising board to install, erect,
service, maintain, alter, repair or denolish commercial signs.

Cultural facilities shall nean establishnents such as nuseuns,
art galleries, public libraries and community centers, botanical and
zool ogi cal gardens, and theaters for perform ng arts, which, although
they may charge an admi ssion fee, are essentially nonprofit and are
princi pally funded through public expenditures, foundation grants,
and donati ons.

Cutouts shall nean the industry termreferring to reproductions
of that portion of the graphic elenents of a billboard which project
beyond the normal Iimts of the advertising face to dramati ze the
copy and the adverti sing nessage.

Devel oper/bui |l der residential shall nean a person who is engaged
in the business of assenbling, preparing and pronoting |and for



residential real estate devel opnment or a person who is engaged in the
busi ness of building hones in a residential real estate devel opnent.

Director shall mean the director of building inspections.

Enbel | i shments shall mean any feature such as a cutout, neon or
plastic letters, clock, electric device, and space extension, which
is added to an outdoor advertising structure.

Facade shall mnmean the exterior walls of a building exposed to
public view or that wall viewed by persons not wi thin the buil ding,
i ncluding any vertical extension of a building wall (parapet), but
not including any part of the building roof.

Fi reproof structure shall nean a sign constructed entirely of
steel nmenbers including structural support for the sign face. The
sign face and its support nmenbers may be constructed of wooden or
net al panel s.

General nmmintenance as it regards on-prem ses signs, shall be
defined as repair or replacenent or existing parts with Iike itens,
such as | anps, |anp sockets, neon tubing, ballasts, notors, pulleys,
bearings, plastic faces, refacing, painting, and m scel |l aneous bolts,
screws or rivets. However, it shall not include any rebuilding,
reconstructing or any reconfiguration of the existing sign cabinet.

Hi storic area shall nmean a district or zone designated by the
city council or a unit of the state or federal government, wthin
whi ch the buildings, structures, appurtenances and pl aces are of
basic and vital inportance because of their association with history,
or because of their unique architectural style and scale. An historic
area may also be a part of, or related to, a square, park, or other
area; the design of which should be preserved and/or devel oped
according to a fixed plan based on cultural, historical, or
architectural notives or purposes.

H storical building shall nean any building or structure which is
officially designed as historically or architecturally significant by
a unit of local, state, or federal government.

May i nplies perm ssiveness and connotes a nonmandatory acti on.

Menu board shall nean a sign placed so as to be viewed froma
drive-through | ane and containing a listing of products and prices
of fered by the business. A nmenu board may include a nechani sm for
ordering products while view ng the sign.

Mul tiple tenant sign shall nean a pale sign which advertises
three (3) or nore businesses, each with a separate certificate of
occupancy.

Nei ghbor hood shall nean a distinct segnment of the conmmunity,
usual |y consisting of essentially simlar housing stock, whose
boundari es are defined by physical barriers such as major arteri al



streets and railroads and/or natural features such as creeks and
rivers.

Cccupancy shall nmean a business, office, or other enterprise
whi ch has a separate certificate of occupancy.

O f-prem ses sign shall nmean a sign which directs attention to a
busi ness, product, service, or activity which is conducted, sold, or
offered at a location other than the prem ses on which the sign is
| ocat ed.

On-prem ses sign shall nmean a sign which directs attention to a
busi ness, product, service, or activity which is conducted, sold, or
of fered upon the prem ses on which the sign is |ocated.

Park shall nean a publicly owned tract of |and designated and
used by the public for active and/or passive recreation.

Pennant shall mnean any |ightweight plastic, fabric, or other
materi al, whether or not containing a nessage of any kind, suspended
froma rope, wire, or string, usually in series, and designed to nove
in the w nd.

Practical experience shall nean perform ng work with, but not
l[imted to, hand tools and equi pnent, wel di ng equi pnent, hol e
di ggers, cranes, and other equi pnent used in the installation of
and/ or the construction of signs.

Recogni zed comercial or industrial activities shall nean
activities customarily permitted only in zoned commercial or
i ndustrial areas except that none of the follow ng shall be
consi dered recogni zed commercial or industrial activities:

(a) Qutdoor signs;

(b) Agricultural, forestry, ranching, grazing, farmng and
related activities, including, but not limted to,
tenporary roadsi de fresh produce stands;

(c) Activities not housed in a permanent building or structure
havi ng functioni ng water and sewer connections and
functioning electrical connections;

(d) Activities conducted in a building primarily used as a
resi dence;

(e) Railroad right-of-way;

(f) Activities nore than two hundred (200) feet fromthe edge
of the right-of-way;

(g) Activities conducted only seasonally or which are not
conducted an average of at least thirty (30) hours per
week or at |least five (5) days per week;



(h) Activities conducted in a building having |l ess than three
hundred (300) square feet of floor space devoted to such
activities;

(i) Activities not conducted by human bei ngs;

(j) Activities which have not existed at |east ninety (90)
days.

Reface as it pertains to on-prem ses signs, shall be defined as
replacing, restoring, repainting or repairing the existing
advertising sign face area which is attached, affixed, or supported
fromthe sign cabinet and/or main structure. It shall not include any
rebui | di ng, reconstructing or reconfiguration of the existing sign
cabi net and/or existing supporting structure.

Shall connotes a mandatory acti on.

Sign shall nmean any object, device, display or structure, or
part thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, which is used to
advertise, identify, display, direct, or attract attention to an
obj ect, person, institution, organization, business, product,
service, event or |ocation by any nmeans, including words, letters,

figures, design, synbols, fixtures, colors, illumnation or projected
i mmges. The foregoi ng enuneration of signs shall not be considered to
be exclusive. The term"sign" shall include all other devices or

structures as may reasonably be included under it; whether attached

or unattached. This definition excludes all national or state flags,
nonel ectri ¢ wi ndow di splays, graffiti, athletic scoreboards, and the
of fi cial announcenents or signs of governnment.

Sign, animated or noving shall nean any sign, or part of a sign,
whi ch changes physical position by any novenment or rotation or which
gi ves the visual inpression of such novenent or rotation.

Sign area shall nean the entire advertising area of a sign
excluding any framng, trim or nolding and the supporting structure.

Sign, attached shall nean a sign attached to, on, or supported by
any part of a building which encloses or covers usabl e space.
Attached signs include wall signs, awnings or canopies, marquee
signs, and projecting signs.

Si gn, awni ng, canopy or nmarquee shall nmean a sign that is nounted
or painted on, or attached to, an awning, canopy, or marquee that is
ot herwi se permitted by chapter.

Sign, back to back shall nmean a structure containing two (2)
paral |l el signs whose faces are oriented in opposite directions and
are spaced no nore than ten (10) feet apart.

Sign, billboard (off-prem ses) shall nmean any outdoor sign,
description, device, figure, painting, draw ng, nessage, placard,
poster, structure or thing which directs the attention of the



traveling public to a business, commercial product, conmercial
activity, or comercial service, conducted, sold or offered at a
| ocation other than the prem ses on which the sign is |ocated.

Sign, canopy shall nmean a sign that is a part of or attached to
an awni ng, canopy or other fabric, plastic or structural protective
cover over an entrance or wi ndow, or along a building facade.

Sign, comercial shall nmean a sign which directs attention to a
busi ness, product, service or activity which is conducted upon the
prem ses where such sign is |ocated.

Sign, electric shall nean any sign on which letters, figures,

desi gns, or nessages are fornmed or outlined by electric illumnation,
or by a transparent or translucent mediumwhich is electrically
illum nated, whether the illumnating device is contained within or

on the sign and shall also include all outside building outlining,
and interimdecorative displays and gas tube w ndow outlining. Signs
illumnated by electric Iights which are not attached to the sign,
and signs which are lighted by floodlights or projectors, are not
classified as electric signs within the neaning of this chapter. Any
portabl e sign that has electrical conmponents attached, connected to,
or part of the sign, or support, whether electrified or not, shall be
considered an electric sign and all provisions of this chapter
pertaining to electric signs shall apply.

Sign, face shall mean the area or display surface used for the
nmessage.

Sign, flashing shall nean any directly or indirectly illum nated
si gn which exhibits changing natural or artificial light or color
effects by any nmeans what soever.

Sign, governnental shall nmean a sign erected and nai nt ai ned
pursuant to and in discharge of any governnmental functions, or
requi red by I aw, ordinance or other governmental regul ation

Sign, incidental shall nmean a sign, generally informational, that
has a purpose secondary to the use of the ot on which it is |ocated,
such as "no parking," "entrance," "loading only," "tel ephone,” and
other simlar directives.

Si gn nonconforming shall mean a sign which was awful prior to
t he adoption or revision, or amendnment of this chapter, but which
fails, by reason of such adoption, revision, or amendnent, to conform
to the present requirenents of this chapter

Si gns, overhanging shall nmean a sign which is suspended over a
si dewal k, street, or other public right of way. An overhanging sign
may or may not be a projecting sign.

Sign, pole shall mean a sign that is mounted on a free standing
pol e or other support.



Sign, political shall nean a tenporary sign announci ng or
supporting political candidates or issues in connection with any
national, state or |ocal election.

Sign, portable shall nean any sign designed or constructed to be
easily noved fromone |ocation to another, including signs nounted
upon or designed to be nounted on a trailer, wheeled carrier, or
ot her nonnotorized nobile structure. A portable sign which has its
wheel s renoved shall still be considered a portable sign. The term
"nonel ectric portable sign" shall nean any portable sign which does
not have any el ectrical conponents.

Sign, projecting shall nean a sign that is wholly or partly
dependent upon a building for support and which projects nore than
twel ve (12) inches from such building.

Sign, real estate shall nmean a sign pertaining to the sale or
| ease of the prem ses, or a portion of the prem ses, on which the
sign is |ocated.

Sign, roof shall nmean a sign that is nounted on, and is wholly
supported by, the roof of a building and which projects above the
point of a building with a flat roof, the cave line of a building
with a ganbrel, gable, or hip roof, or the deck of a building with a
mansard roof .

Sign, tenporary shall mean any nonconmercial, not for private
profit sign, the use of which is Iimted to a period of ninety (90)
consecutive days, and which neets the requirenments set forth in
section 28-117. Signs utilized for a | onger period nust conformto
all requirenents set forth by this chapter for permanent signs.

Sign, V-type shall nmean a structure conposed of two (2) signs
with the faces oriented in opposing directions and in the shape of
the letter "V'; provided, however, that only one (1) face can be
viewed fromany one (1) direction.

Sign, wall shall nmean a sign fastened to, or painted on, the wal
of a building or structure in such a manner that the wall becones the
supporting structure for, or forms the background surface of, the
sign and whi ch does not project nore than twelve (12) inches fromthe
bui I di ng or structure.

Sign, wi ndow shall nmean any sign, picture, synbol, or conbination
t hereof, designed to communicate information about an activity,
busi ness, comodity, event, sale, or service, that is placed inside a
wi ndow or upon the wi ndow panes or glass and is visible fromthe
exterior of the w ndow.

Street Cassification, Arterial Type A (comrercial collector): Any
street designated as a primary or secondary arterial Type Ain the
Cty of San Antonio Mjor Thoroughfare Pl an.



Street Cassification, Arterial Type B: Any street designated as
primary or secondary arterial Type Bin the City of San Antoni o Mjor
Thor oughf are Pl an.

Street C assification, Commercial Collector: A street which
primarily serves non-residential purposes and provides access to
abutting, non-residential property, collecting traffic fromloca
streets to distribute to arterial streets and expressways. Al so
refers to Arterial Type B

Street O assification, Expressway: Any street designated as an
expressway in the Gty of San Antoni o Maj or Thoroughfare Pl an.

Street dassification, Local: Any street not defined in this
Chapter as an arterial Type A, arterial Type B; commercial collector;
or expressway.

Street frontage shall nean the distance for which a lot adjoins a
public street, fromone ot line intersecting a street to the
furthest distant lot line intersecting the sane street.

Tenporary weekend sign shall mean a tenporary off prem se sign
that is permtted to be placed on the right-of-way of a road or
hi ghway mai ntained by the city, (but not a part of the state highway
system or a scenic or urban corridor) in a manner consistent with
the rules and regul ations contained within this Code.

Zone shall mean one (1) of the standard zoning classifications
established in Chapter 35 of this Code.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-11, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 88 4, 5, 4-3-86;
Od. No. 62654, 8§ 2, 4-3-86; Od. No. 76381, 8§ 2(Art. Il), 8-27-92;
Od. No. 77929, 8 1, 5-13-93; Od. No. 81318, 8 1(Att. 1), 12-8-94;
Od. No. 83198, 8§ 1, 11-16-95; Ord. No. 87156, § 1, 12-18-97)
Sec. 28-7. Certain itens exenpted from chapter provisions.

Letters or figures on wi ndows, doors, awnings and adverti sing
benches pl aced pursuant to a contract with the city are not addressed
by this chapter.

(Ord. No. 58486, §§ 34-3, 34-11, 3-22-84; O'd. No. 80438, § 1, 7-7-
94)

Sec. 28-8. Jassification of signs.
The foll ow ng cl asses of signs are governed by this chapter.
(1) Tenporary signs.
(2) wvall signs.
(3) Projecting signs.

(4) Pole signs.



(5) Roof signs.
(6) Billboards.
(7) Portable signs.

(8) Special signs.
(9) FElectric signs.

(10) Commerci al signs.
(11) Oficial signs.
(12) Back to back signs.
(13) V-type signs.
(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-4, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-9. Posting signs on structures and natural features.

(a) Definitions. As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and
terms shall have the nmeanings respectively ascribed:

Natural feature means that which is found in its natural or
original state out of doors and has not been converted into a
structure as defined in this section, and i ncludes but is not
limted to trees, bushes, shrubbery, rocks, boul ders and earth.

Person, corporation or association with reasonabl e connection
nmeans, by rebuttabl e presunption, any of the follow ng: An
i ndi vidual, corporation or association that owns the sign; an
i ndi vidual, corporation or association advertised or displayed
on the sign; an individual, corporation or association in whose
nane a tel ephone nunber displayed on the signis listed with the
t el ephone conpany; an individual, corporation or association
whose nanme or service was advertised or displayed on the sign in
pronotion of that which was advertised or displayed thereon; an
i ndi vidual, corporation or association that affixed, erected,
post ed, mai ntai ned or displayed the sign.

Sign neans that which is defined in section 28-6 of this
chapter, and includes the followi ng itens, anmpbng others not
herei nafter enunerated: Bill, poster, |abel, paper, sticker or
any ot her adverti sement or announcenent what soever.

Structure means anything built, constructed or erected or
any piece or work artificially built up or conposed of parts
joined together in sone definite manner, including but not
l[imted to buildings of any kind, utility poles, fences, fire
hydrants, street |ight standards, traffic |ight standards,
traffic directional sign standards or any other thing to which a



sign, may be placed, affixed, erected, painted, posted,
mai nt ai ned or displ ayed.

(b) Posting, etc. of signs on structures and natural features.

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person wth reasonable
connection to any sign to know ngly place, affix, erect,
pai nt, post, maintain or display in any manner what soever,
or knowingly allow or cause the sane to be done, the sign
on any structure or natural feature on public property.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any corporation or association
with reasonabl e connection to any sign with crimnal
negligence to place, affix, erect, paint, post, maintain
or display in any manner whatsoever, or with crimna
negli gence allow or cause the sane to be done, the sign on
any structure or natural feature on public property.

(c) Failure to renove signs on structures and natural features.

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person wth reasonable
connection to knowingly fail to renbve a sign on any
structure or natural feature on public property within ten
(10) days after notice is received by registered mail from
the director of building inspections or his designee.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any corporation or association
wi th reasonabl e connection with crimnal negligence to
fail to renpbve a sign on any structure or natural feature
on public property within ten (10) days after notice is
recei ved by certified mail fromthe director of building
i nspections or his designee.

(d) Affirmative defense. It is an affirmative defense to
prosecution under this section that witten perm ssion has been
granted by the city council or its designee or other appropriate
public authority for a sign to be erected or namintained on a public
si dewal k, right-of-way or other public property. Such perm ssion is
an affirmative defense to prosecution only for the tinme and the
| ocation specified in such witten perm ssion.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-5, 3-22-84; Od. No. 67026, 8§ 1, 4-28-88)
Sec. 28-10. Posting signs and bills on private prem ses.
No person shall affix a sign or bill by any neans whatsoever to
any private property wthout having first obtained the witten
perm ssi on of the owner or his or her agents.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-6, 3-22-84)

Sec. 28-11. Carrying or transporting signs.



(a) Generally. It shall be unlawful to carry or transport by any
nmeans, or cause to be so carried or transported, any sign in excess
of thirty-two (32) square feet in area, w thout the approval of the
director of building inspections. This provision shall not apply to a
sign on a vehicle which is used principally for a purpose other than
adverti sing.

(b) Commentary. Conmercial vehicles which have the business's
nanme, | ogo, slogan or |icense nunber painted on themare primarily
means of transportation, not an advertising nmedium Therefore, the
provi sions of subsection (a) do not apply to the autonobile, truck,
or van per se.

(Ord. No. 58486, 34-7, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-12. Signs posted at commerci al parking areas.

(a) Every commercial parking area, except those which are
offered to the general public at no charge, shall be subject to the
foll owi ng notice provisions.

(b) The owner, agent, or |essee of a commercial parking area
shall give notice of the conditions under which the area may be used
at every entrance to the commercial parking area. Such notice nust be
given orally or in witing and shall include:

(1) A statenment specifying those persons who may park in the
area and prohibiting all others.

(2) The rates charged for parking in that area, and the term
of parking applicable to those rates, if the facility is
offered to the general public.

(3) The location at which unauthorized vehicles are to be
towed and stored, the nane and tel ephone nunber of the
operator of the parking area, or the name and tel ephone
nunber of the party charged with renoving unauthorized
vehi cl es.

(4) Witten notice required by this section shall be plainly
visible to the public, and all lettering on the sign nust
be at least three (3) inches high.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-9, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-13. Schedul e of fees.

A fee schedul e detailing the fees charged for all exam nations,
reexam nations and various sign permts required by this chapter
shall be passed by the city council by separate ordi nances. A copy of
the ordinance will be posted in the offices of the departnent of
bui I di ng i nspections and in the office of the city clerk.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-27, 3-22-84)



Sec. 28-14. Sign inspections.

The director or his duly authorized inspectors shall have the
right to visit any site where a sign is being or has been erected, or
enter any building where a sign is being or has been constructed for
installation within the city, during reasonable hours, in the
di scharge of their official duties, for the purpose of naking any
i nspecti on necessary.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-42, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 21, 4-3-86)

Sec. 28-15. Violations; penalties; civil remedi es; nuisance signs; renoval;
recl ai m ng.

(a) Violations. Failure to conply with the provisions of this
chapter shall constitute a violation of the City Code of the Gty of
San Antoni o. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate
viol ati on and, consequently, a separate offense.

(b) Penalties. Any person violating any provision of this chapter
shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor and shall, upon conviction, be
puni shed by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00).

(c) Gvil remedies. The city manager may authorize the city
attorney to file an action in a court with appropriate jurisdiction
to seek civil renedies to require the denolition of any sign at the
owner's expense which is dangerously damaged or deteriorated. A sign
is considered to be dangerously damaged or deteriorated if it is
damaged beyond fifty (50) percent of its replacenent value. The
action may include a claimfor civil penalties as provided by state
law. Gvil renmedi es contained herein shall be construed to be in
addition to the power of the city to abate public nui sances.

(d) Nuisances; renoval; reclaimng. Any sign erected or maintained
in any manner to constitute an immediate threat to the health, safety
or welfare of the public shall constitute a public nuisance. If the
owner, operator or |essee of the sign fails to renove or repair the
sign within three (3) days after being notified by certified mail to
do so, it may be renoved by the city at the expense of the owner or
t he person erecting, using, or maintaining it. Any sign so renoved
shall be stored or inmpounded and shall not be returned to the owner
until all applicable charges are paid. If any sign remains unclai ned
for a period of thirty (30) days after its renoval, or if the renoval
and storage costs are not paid within the thirty (30) day period, the
city may, after notice to the sign owner and a hearing before the
director, destroy, sell, or otherw se di spose of the sign.

(e) It shall be unlawful for the owner of an abandoned sign or
of the prem ses where such sign is located, to fail to correct such
sign. Asign is corrected when it serves to direct attention to a
busi ness, product, service or activity which is conducted upon the
prem ses where such sign is located, and is maintained with the



proper structural supports as determ ned by the director of building
i nspections.

(f) The director of building inspections or his representative
shall notify by certified mail the owner of an abandoned sign or of
the prem ses where such sign is |located, that such sign is subject to
renmoval by the city if not corrected within six (6) nonths after
recei pt of notice. The affected party may request a hearing before
the director of building inspections as provided herei nbel ow.

(g) If the abandoned sign is renoved by the city as pernmitted
her ei nabove, the director of building inspections shall mail notice
of such renoval to the owner of the sign or of the prem ses where
such sign is located, if the owmer and mailing address is known, and,
if not known, said notice may be published in a newspaper of genera
circulation in the city. Said notice shall also notify the owner of
the | ocation where the stored or inpounded sign may be clained, the
storage charges that nust be paid, and if unclained for a period of
thirty (30) days after its renoval, or if the storage costs are not
paid within the thirty-day period, the sign shall be destroyed, sold
or ot herw se disposed of.

(h) During the pendency of any of the above actions, any
affected sign owner or owner of the prem ses where such sign is
| ocated, shall have the right to receive a hearing before the
director of building inspections to offer proof that the property is
bei ng actively marketed or to protest any of the follow ng:

(1) The determination that the property is in violation of
standards set out in this article;

(2) The cost to rectify the violation;
(3) The adequacy of the notice.

At the conclusion of such hearing, the director of building

i nspections may extend the tine period for no nore than two (2) years
to correct the sign, or take other appropriate action to resolve the
matter. During that time period, the display surface nust be
appropriately paneled. If the sign does not neet the standards of
Chapter 28 and has no nonconform ng status, the sign nust be brought
into conpliance with Chapter 28 as a condition of obtaining a permt
for reuse as a commercial sign

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-8, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 2, 4-3-86; Ord.
No. 66109, § 2, 11-19-87; Ord. No. 77929, § 2, 5-13-93; Ord. No.
81318, § 1(Att. 1), 12-8-94)

Editor's note--Ord. No. 62653, 8§ 2, adopted April 3, 1986,
conbi ned the provisions of former 88 28-15 and 28-16 to read as
herein set out in § 28-15. Section 3 of Ord. No. 62653 anended Ch. 28
by the addition of provisions which have been designated at the
di scretion of the editor as § 28-16.



Sec. 28-16. Severability.

If, for any reason, any one or nore sections, sentences, clauses
or parts of this chapter are held legally invalid, such judgnent
shall not prejudice, affect, inpair or invalidate the remaining
sections of the chapter or the chapter as a whole, but shall be
confined to the specific sections, sentences, clauses or parts of
this chapter held legally invalid.

(Ord. No. 62653, 8§ 3, 4-3-86)
Note--See the editor's note to 8 28-15.

Sec. 28-17. Tenporary permits for the placenent of on-prem ses signs on
public right-of-way w thin Downtown | nprovenent District.

(a) Upon issuance of a permt obtained fromthe director of
bui I di ng i nspections, business owners or operators are hereby
aut hori zed to place one of two (2) specified types of on-prem ses
signage in the public right-of-way on a tenporary basis within the
Downt own | nprovenents Speci al Assessnent District, except on the
Riverwal k. Said district is set out in Attachment A and incor porated
herein for all purposes.

(b) The two (2) specified types of signage shall include only
menu boards and sandw ch boards. Said signs shall conformto the
foll ow ng specifications:

(1) Menu boards:

a. Shal | not exceed eighteen (18) by twenty-four (24)
i nches or the size of the nenu, whichever is smaller.

b. Shall be wall-nounted or on a pedestal close to the
entrance of the business. Portabl e pedestal signs
shall be used during hours of business only.

C. Only one sign per entrance per business will be
al | onabl e.

(2) Sandw ch board:

a. Shall be "A" franme and non-ill um nat ed.

b. Shall not exceed two and one half (2 1/2) feet by
four (4) feet.

C. Shal | be used during hours of business only.

d. Only one per building per entrance per street

front age.



(c) It is the duty of the permt holder to ensure that the
pl acenent of signs under this section shall not inpair pedestrian
safety, flow, and access.

(d) Applicants shall pay a one-time permt fee of five dollars
($5. 00).

(e) Permt holders, by making this special use of a public
ri ght-of-way shall assune all risks inherent in this activity and
shall indemify and hold harmless the Cty of San Antoni o from any
and all damages, injuries or losses arising fromthe placenent and
construction of such signs.

(f) It shall be unlawful for a person to know ngly pl ace,
mai ntai n, or cause another person to place or maintain a sign on the
public right-of-way without a permt. It shall further be unl awf ul
for a person to knowi ngly place, maintain, or cause another person to
pl ace or maintain a sign on the public right-of-way in violation of
subsections (b) and (c) of this section. For purposes of this
section, a person know ngly causes another person to place or
mai ntain a sign when he aids, directs, hires or enters into a
contract with another person for the aforenentioned purpose. Any
person placing or maintaining a sign in violation of this section
shal |, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not nore than two
hundr ed dol I ars ($200. 00)

(g) Al tenporary permts shall expire upon conpletion of al
street and sidewal k construction in connection with the Tri-Party
Downt own Transportation | nprovenents Project but in no event shal
any such sign remain on and after June 28, 1991. Upon said expiration
of tenporary permts, all signs placed on the public right-of-way
shall be inmmedi ately renoved.

(Ord. No. 69321, 88 1--7, 4-20-89; Ord. No. 73404, § 1, 3-28-91)

Editor's note--Ord. No. 69321, 88 1--7, adopted April 20, 1989,
did not specifically anmend the Code and at the discretion of the
editor said provisions have been included herein as 8§ 28-17.

Sec. 28-18. Relocation and replacenent of existing billboards.

(a) The owner of a prem ses where an existing billboard has been
erected in accordance with prior rules and regul ati ons may erect an
on-prem ses sign in accordance with the existing provisions of this
secti on.

(b) I'n the event that a permt for such an on-prem ses sign is
applied for or has been granted under this chapter, the owner of the
existing billboard shall be entitled to a permt under this section
for the one time only relocation of a billboard with the sane face
area, notw thstandi ng the provisions of sections 28-93(d), 28-97(e)
and (f), and 28-141 of this chapter, on the follow ng conditions and
not ot herw se, such relocation to be not |ess than six hundred (600)
feet nor nore than seven hundred (700) feet fromthe original |aw ul
| ocation of such billboard, provided that the owner's prem ses:



(1) are in use as a tax exenpt entity under the provisions of
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; and

(2) have a primary facility or structure which is outside of
t he boundary of the scenic corridor; and

further provided that the new | ocation of the billboard neets the
spaci ng and all set back requirenments except that the city may not
require a greater front yard set back than the present front yard set
back of the billboard to be renoved, of this Chapter 28 of the Cty
Code in effect at the tinme of the nove.

(Ord. No. 74979, § 1, 12-19-91)

Editor's note--Section 1 of Ord. No. 74979, adopted Dec. 19,
1991, amended Ch. 28 of this Code but did not specifically designate
such provisions; hence, codification of 8 1 of said ordinance as 8§
28-18 herein was at the editor's discretion.

Secs. 28-19--28-30. Reserved.

ARTI CLE I'l. LI CENSES

DI VISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 28-31. Termof licenses; right to renew

Al'l licenses issued pursuant to this chapter shall continue in
full force fromthe date of issuance until the end of the city's
fiscal year, and may be renewed annually thereafter, w thout
exam nation, unless the |license has been suspended for cause.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-14, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-32. Renewal date.

A person licensed under this article nust renew his |icense
within thirty (30) days of the beginning of the city's fiscal year or
the license shall be declared in default and the hol der shall be
subj ect to reexam nation.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-14, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-33. Conpliance bond.

Before a person holding a bill board operator's or comerci al
sign operator's license shall be issued a sign permt, he shall first
post a conpliance bond in the anmount of five thousand dollars
($5, 000.00). The licenses shall provide a conpliance bond annually to
the city no later than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of
t he conpliance bond currently in force. The conpliance bond shal
ensure the full and faithful conpliance by the Iicensee of all the
covenants, terns, and conditions of the construction codes of the



city and stands as security for paynment by the Iicense hol der of al
valid clainms by the city.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-15, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8 9, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-34. Bond recovery and di sposition

The director of building inspections shall report each violation
of this chapter to the city attorney who shall immediately nake
demand on the conpliance bond holder and his sureties for the anmount
of liability for each offense. Should the conpliance bond hol der
default, the city attorney shall file suit upon the bond for recovery
of any anount due the city. Al suns of noney collected under the
provi sions of this section shall be deposited in the general fund of
the city.

(Ord. No. 62653, 8§ 10, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-35. Insurance and i ndemification

(a) Al persons holding a billboard or conmercial sign
operator's license shall agree to indemify and hold harm ess the
city, its nmenbers, agents, officers and enpl oyees, their successors
and assigns, individually or collectively, fromand against al
liability for any fines, clainms, suits, demands, action or causes of
action of any kind and nature including, but not limted to, persona
injury or death, and property damage, in any way arising out of or
resulting fromany activity or operation of the licensee. This
i ndemmi fication shall be a prerequisite to the issuance of the
bil | board operator's or conmercial sign operator's |icense. The
i cense hol der shall pay all expenses incurred in defending agai nst
any such cl ai ms made agai nst the city; however, the |icense hol der
shall not be liable for any injury, damage, or |oss caused by the
sol e negligence or willful msconduct of the city, its agents or
enpl oyees. The licensee and the city shall give pronpt and tinely
notice of any claimmade, or suit instituted, which in any way
affects or mght affect either party.

(b) Subject to the license holder's right to maintain reasonabl e
deducti bles in such anounts as are approved by the city, the |icensee
shall procure and maintain at his own expense, the follow ng types
and anounts of insurance.

Type Anmount

(1) Workers conpensation and Statutory amount of $100. 000 for
enployer's liability each acci dent




(2) Conprehensive general Combi ned single limt for bodily

(public) liability, to include, injury or property damage:
but not be limted to, the $300, 000 or its equival ent
fol | owi ng:

a. Prem ses/operations

b. I ndependent contractors

c. Personal injury

d. Products/conpl eted operations

e. Contractual liability

f. Expl osion, collapse and
under ground property damage

(3) Conprehensive autonobile Combi ned single limt for bodily
liability, to include coverage injury or property damage:
for: $300, 000 or its equival ent

a. Omned/| eased aut onobil es.

b. Nonowned aut onobi | es.

c. Hred cars.

(c) The licensee further agrees that with respect to the

requi red i nsurances, the city shall

(1) Be naned as additional insured/or insured, as its interest

may appear.
(2) Be provided with a waiver of subrogation.

(3) Be provided with thirty (30) days advance noti ce,
witing, of cancellation or material change.



(4) Be provided with certificates of insurance evidencing the
requi red insurances, prior to the commencenent of the
city's fiscal year. Notices and certificates of insurance
shall be provided to the director of building inspections
and the city clerk.

(d) Should a person holding a |icense sever enpl oynent
connections with a firmwhich is jointly covered by the sane
i nsurance, a new certificate show ng proper coverage will be required
of both parties.

(e) If the insurance cancels or renews at periods other than the
annual |icense renewal date, new evidence to show that the |icense
hol der is maintaining proper coverage shall be furnished to the city.
(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-16, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-36. Nontransferability.

No |icense issued pursuant to this article shall be
transferabl e.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-18, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-37. Unlawful use of l|icense.

No person licensed under this article shall allow his nane to be
used by any other party for the purposes of doing work or obtaining a
permt. Violations of this section shall result in revocation of the
i cense, and the holder shall be subject to all other penalties as
established in this Code.
(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-18, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-38. Revocation and suspensi on

(a) Gounds. The electrical exam ning and supervising board
shall have the authority to suspend or revoke the |icense of any
person who is found guilty of:

(1) Any fraud or deceit in obtaining a license.

(2) Securing sign permits in his name and thereafter allow ng
a person w thout a proper license to do the work.

(3) G oss negligence, inconpetency, or msconduct in the
per f ormance of sign worKk.

(4) Intentionally making a false or m sleading materi al
statement on an application for a permt or registration
form for nonconformng signs.

(b) Hearing. In determning the validity of charges brought
under this section, the electrical exam ning and supervising board



shal | proceed upon the sworn information furnished by any individua
who is of sound mind and | egal age. The board, whenever it deens the
information sufficient to support further action on its part, shal
convene a hearing to further investigate the charges. A copy of the
board' s order convening the hearing shall be provided the accused, by
registered mail, not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the date of
t he hearing. The accused may appear in person or be represented by
counsel, or both, and present his defense to the board. The city
attorney shall provide counsel to the board. If the accused fails, or
refuses, to appear, the board may proceed to hear and determ ne the
charge in his absence. If the accused pleads guilty, or if the board,
by a vote of six (6) or nore of its nmenbers, finds the charges to be
true, the accused's |license shall be suspended or revoked by the
board. The hearing before the electrical exam ning and supervising
board shall provide the accused |icense hol der due process w th which
to resol ve the issue.

(c) Record. Wen the board has conpleted its hearing, it shal
file a record of its finding and decision with the city clerk and
forward a certified copy of the finding and decision to the accused.

(d) Length of suspension. If the board determ nes to suspend a
license, it shall nmake a determ nation on the | ength of that
suspension. In no case, however, may a suspension period exceed one
hundred eighty (180) days, nor be less than thirty (30) days.

(e) Appeal. Any appeal fromthe decision of the board shall be
made to city council by petition submtted to the city clerk within
seven (7) days of the date of approval of the minutes of the hearing.

(f) Reapplication. If a license is revoked, a new |licensed may
not be applied for for a period of one (1) year.

(g) Operating while suspended or revoked. It shall be unlawful for
any person whose |icense has been suspended or revoked by the board
to engage in, or do, sign work for which a permt is required under
this article.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-19, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 11, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-39. Reserved.

Editor's note--The provisions of former 8§ 28-39, relative to
i cense fees and derived from nonanendatory Ord. No. 61329, adopted
Aug. 29, 1985, have been del eted as superseded by the license fees
enacted by Ord. No. 62653, 8 17, adopted April 3, 1986, as set out in
§ 28-94(b).
Sec. 28-40. Master sign electrician's license.

See the electrical code of the Gty of San Antoni o, Texas.

(Ord. No. 62653, § 8, 4-3-86)



Editor's note--Ord. No. 62653, 8§ 8, adopted April 3, 1986,
amended Ch. 28, Art. Il by the addition of provisions which have been
desi gnated at the discretion of the editor as 28-40.

Secs. 28-41--28-50. Reserved.
DI VISION 2. BI LLBOARD OPERATCRS
Sec. 28-51. License required.

Al'l persons engaging in the business of erecting, painting,
servicing or maintaining billboards or any other off-prem ses
advertising sign shall, for purposes of this chapter, be considered
bi | | board operators and nust be |licensed to do business by the Cty
of San Antonio. A license holder supplying his license for a firmor
corporation doing business under this Code shall not supply his
license to a second firmor corporation. Any permt issued to the
i cense hol der shall be for work being done by the |icense hol der and
his firmor corporation. The |licensing requirenent shall not be
applicable to enpl oyees or subcontractors perform ng work under the
supervision of the licensed billboard operator.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-12, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, §8 6, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-52. Exami nation required; application

Before a billboard operator's |icense may be issued, each person
seeki ng such a license shall take an exam nation and file an
application for the exam nation with the electrical exam ning and
super vi si ng board.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-12, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-53. Qualifications.

Prior to taking the exam nation required by this division, each
applicant shall denonstrate to the electrical exam ning and
supervising board an ability to read and wite English, and show
proof of at least four (4) years practical experience at the trade
wor ki ng under a bill board operator. The applicant shall also submt
to the board an affidavit, duly sworn, setting forth his experience.
Proof of the applicant's experience shall be included with the
affidavit.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-12, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-54. Exam nation fee.

(a) An exam nation fee shall accompany the application for the
exam nation required by this division. A schedule of the fees shal
be posted in the offices of the departnent of building inspections.
An additional fee shall be charged any tine a reexam nation is
necessary.



(b) The fees for exam nation and reexam nation for conmerci al
sign operator's and bill board operator's licenses shall be as
fol | ows:

Li cense Exam nati on Fee Reexam nati on Fee
Commer ci al sign $ 75.00 $ 37.50

oper at or

Bi | | board operator 75. 00 37.50

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-12, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 59312, 9-4-84; Od. No.
61329, 8-29-85)

Sec. 28-55. Test score; issuance of |icense.

If the applicant for a license required by this division scores
seventy-five (75) percent or better on the billboard operator's
exam nation he shall be awarded a certificate by the electrica
exam ni ng and supervising board. After he has paid an annual |icense
fee, the board may issue the applicant a billboard operator's
i cense.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-12, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-56. Vehicle identification

Any contractor engaged in erecting, installing, servicing, or
mai ntai ning a billboard shall ensure that all vehicles required to be
on the job site are identified with the contractor/conmpany nane and
i cense nunber. Lettering on the vehicle shall be at |east two (2)
i nches high, and shall be in full view and | egible at all tines.
(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-54, 3-22-84)
Secs. 28-57--28-70. Reserved.
DI VI SION 3. COMVERCI AL SI GN OPERATORS
Sec. 28-71. License required.

Any person engaged in the business of erecting, painting,
mai nt ai ni ng or servicing comercial signs nmust be |icensed as a
conmerci al sign operator by the electrical exam ning and supervising
boar d.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-13, 3-22-84)



Sec. 28-72. Exam nation required; application

Before a commercial sign operator's |icense may be issued, the
person seeki ng such |license nust take an exam nation and file an
application for the exam nation with the electrical exam ning and
supervi si ng board.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-13, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-73. Qualifications.

No applicant for a license required by this division will be
allowed to take the exam nation unless he has denonstrated to the
el ectrical exam ning and supervising board the ability to read and
wite in English, and can show proof of not |less than two (2) years
experience in comercial sign installation working under a |icensed
conmerci al sign operator, or a |licensed comercial sign operator from
another city provided that |icensing qualifications and exam nations
are simlar in design and quality to that of the Cty of San Antonio
as determ ned by the board, or can show proof of at |east four (4)
years experience in commercial sign installation, provided that
verification of experience shall be provided to the board in the
manner established by witten board policy. The applicant shal
submt to the board an affidavit, duly sworn, setting forth his
experience. Proof of the applicant's experience shall be included
with the affidavit.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-13, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 63952, 11-6-86)
Sec. 28-74. Exam nation fee.

An exam nation fee shall acconpany the application for an
exam nation required by this division. The fee for the comerci al
sign operator's license shall be as established by city council for
the initial exam nation. Reexam nations, if necessary, will also
require a separate fee each tinme the test is adm nistered.

Sec. 28-75. Test score; issuance of |icense.

If the applicant scores seventy-five (75) percent or better on
the billboard operator's exam nation and pays the annual |icense fee,
he shall be issued a billboard operator's |icense.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-13, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 7, 4-3-86)
Secs. 28-76--28-90. Reserved.

ARTICLE I'll. PERM TS

Sec. 28-91. Sign permts required.

Unl ess specifically exenpted, it shall be unlawful for any
person to erect or denolish, or cause to be erected or denolished,



any billboard, or erect or alter, or cause to be erected or altered,
any commercial sign w thout obtaining the proper permit fromthe
director of building inspections.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-20, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653,
§ 12, 4-3-86)

Sec. 28-92. Exceptions.

Exceptions to the permt requirenents of this article are:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

Signs identifying honme occupations permtted by the Zoning
O di nance of the City of San Antoni o not exceedi ng one (1)
square foot of facing, attached to a residence or
apartnent building, stating only the name and occupati on,
if applicable, of the occupant.

Conmerci al signs not exceeding fifteen (15) square feet of
faci ng, conposed of durable material, situated wholly upon
private property and securely affixed to a building, fence
or wall and having a frame or trimnot nore than three (3)
inches wide. This exenption shall not apply to any signs
erected in the Riverwalk Area as defined in Article VI of
this chapter and any signs identifying home occupations as
defined in the Zoning Ordinance of the Gty of San

Ant oni o.

Real estate signs, not exceeding thirty-two (32) square
feet used solely to advertise the sale of the prem ses
upon which the sign is |ocated.

Signs or markers used by a public utility holding a
franchise fromthe city to designate bus stops or cab
st ands.

Gover nment al si gns.

Tenmporary signs as defined and regulated in this chapter
not exceeding forty-eight (48) square feet, excluding
cl oth banner signs extending over the public right-of-way.

Si gns whi ch di splay noncommercial or political speech,

ot her than tenporary signs, not exceeding fifteen (15)
square feet of facing conposed of durable material,
situated wholly upon private property and securely affixed
to a building, fence or wall and having a frame or trim
not nore than three (3) inches w de; provided further,

that all other noncommercial or political signs, other
than tenporary signs, shall conply with sections 28-113,
"Attachrment and W ndl oads, " 28-114, "Materials Supports,"
and 28-115, "Electric Wring."

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-20, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 13, 4-3-86)



Sec. 28-93. Application for a permt.

(a) Application for a permt required by this article shall be
made upon fornms provided by the director of building inspections.

(b) The application for comercial and billboard sign permts
shall contain all information, draw ngs and specifications necessary
to fully advise the director of the type, size, shape, |ocation,
zone, construction and materials of the proposed sign and the
bui I ding structure or prem ses upon which it is to be placed.

(c) Wien applying for a billboard permt, the bill board operator
shall, in addition to the above, furnish the follow ng information at
the time of permt application.

(1) The location of the proposed sign in relation to the
property lines and any building, fence, or other structure
on the property.

(2) The building setback Iines and the |ocation of any
easenents on the property.

(3) The distance to the nearest bill board.

(4) An affidavit fromthe property owner authorizing erection
of the sign, or an executed | ease agreenent.

(5) The street address of the sign.
(6) An engineer's certification.

(d) An application for a relocation permt nust be filed with
t he departnent of building inspections at |east five (5) days before
a regul arly schedul ed neeting of the electrical exam ning and
supervi sing board. The application nust identify two (2) denolition
permt nunbers for billboards renoved after the effective date of
this provision. Two (2) existing billboards nust be renoved for each
rel ocation permt, and such permt shall be issued only after renoval
of two (2) billboards. The application for a relocation permt shal
be imedi ately referred to the el ectrical exam ning and supervising
board to review for conpliance with provisions of this chapter. The
board shall advise the director at the next regularly schedul ed
nmeeti ng whether the application for a relocation permt should be
approved or deni ed.

If the board fails to issue a recommendati on in accordance with
this subsection, the director shall either approve or deny the
application for a relocation permt within ten (10) days after the
date of said board neeting.

If the board's recommendation is to deny the application, then
t he board shall cause witten notice to be sent by certified mai
advi sing the applicant of such fact. The notice shall specify the
reason(s) why denial is recommended. The applicant shall upon request



be given an opportunity to be heard before the board at the foll ow ng
regul arly schedul ed neeting at which tinme the board shall affirm
reverse or nodify its reconmendati on

The director shall, within ten (10) days after the board's
recommendati on, either approve or deny the application for a
rel ocation permt. The decision of the director shall be sent by
certified mail to the applicant.

An applicant who is denied a relocation permt by the director
may appeal to the city council by filing witten notice of appea
with the city clerk within seven (7) days after notice of denial is
received. The site in question shall be preserved pending fina
di sposition of said relocation permt.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-21, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 14, 4-3-86; Od.
No. 62853, 8§ 1, 5-8-86)

Sec. 28-94. Fee schedul e.

(a) No permt shall be issued unless the applicant has paid the
director of building inspections a sign inspection fee of twenty
dol l ars ($20.00) as well as other applicable fees.

(b) A fee schedule detailing the fees charged for al
exam nations, reexam nations and various sign permts wll be passed
by council under separate ordi nance(s). A copy of the ordinance(s)
will be posted in the offices of the departnment of buil ding
i nspections and in the office of the city clerk. In addition, the
follow ng fee schedule is applicable:

Bil |l board operator's license . . . . $375.00

Renewal of billboard operator's license . . . . 375.00
Conmerci al sign operator's license . . . . 100.00

Renewal of commercial sign operator's license . . . . 100.00

The fee for a duplicate of any |license issued under this
chapter for one which has been | ost, destroyed or nutil ated
shall be five dollars ($5.00).

(1) Billboard annual inspection fee

a. Less than 72 square feet . . . . $ 25.00
b. From 73 to 300 square feet . . . . 45.00
C. From 301 to 672 square feet . . . . 60.00
(2) Portable sign annual inspection fee, per year . . . . $30.00

(3) Commercial sign pernmt fee:



(4)

(5)
(6)

a. Less than 32 square feet of sign area .

b. Over 32 square feet . . . . 10.80

$10. 80

Pl us $0.22 per square foot over 32 square feet.

C. Sign height fee for signs, per foot of height

2.00
d. Cloth banners . . . . 5.40

El ectrical sign inspection fee: In addition to the conmerci al
fees required by this section, the follow ng are also

required for electrical signs.

a. Gas or vacuumtube . . . . $10.80

b. I ncandescent sign . . . . 5.40

C. Pl us nunmber of sockets, each . . . . 0.22
Billboard renoval pernmit . . . . $100.00
Banner/inflatable permts.

Sign inspection fee . . . . 20.00

Banner s

Cloth, other . . . . 5.40

Street lightpole across street . . . . 5.40

Flag lines .

(7)
(8)

(9)

1.60

Prelimnary site inspections, each . . . . $50.00
On-prem se sign permts.

Sign inspection fee . . . . 20.00

Less than 32 sq. ft. . . . . 10.80

Over 32 sg. ft. . . . . 10.80 + .22/sq. ft.

sq. ft.
Gas tube/electric . . . . 10.80
I ncandescent signs . . . . 5.40 + .22/socket
Sign height, per foot . . . . 2.00

Of-premse/billboard permts.

over 32



Sign inspection fee . . . . 20.00

Less than 75 sq. ft. . . . . 16.20
Over 75 sqg. ft. . . . . 16.20 + .22/sq. ft.
(10) Historic designated properties.
Under 15 square feet sign permts, per sign. . . . 75.00
Permt application . . . . 25.00
Hi storic and design review conmm ssion sign approval
application fee . . . . 50.00
Paint permt fee, per permt application . . . . 10.00

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-27, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 59311, §8 5, 9-4-84; Od.
No. 61329, 8-29-85; Ord. No. 62653, § 17, 4-3-86; Ord. No. 63228, 88
1--3, 7-16-86; Od. No. 63814, 10-16-86; Ord. No. 70249, 88 1, 2, 9-
14-89; Ord. No. 76463, 88 4--6, 9-10-92; Ord. No. 80782, 88 5--7, 9-
14-94; Od. No. 80865, 8§ 1, 9-29-94; Od. No. 84792, § 1, 9-19-96;
Od. No. 86605, § 3, 9-11-97)

Sec. 28-95. License required for permt.

(a) Only those individuals who are properly licensed by the
director of building inspections shall receive a permt to erect or
after any commercial sign or billboard.

(b) Permts for the installation, erection, or alteration of any
el ectric sign shall be issued only to those individuals who hold a
master sign electrician's license or nmaster electrician's |icense and
who have filed the bond and insurance required by this chapter.

(Ord. No. 58486, 88 34-22, 34-23, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-96. (btaining permt for another

It shall be unlawful for any person |icensed under the
provi sions of this chapter to obtain a permt on behalf of, or for
the benefit of, any unlicensed person whose business activities are
such that such unlicensed person would need a license to obtain a
permt.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-22, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-97. Conditions for issuing permts.

(a) No permt for the erection or alteration of any sign over
any sidewal k, alley, or other public property, or on or over any roof
or building, shall be issued to any person except upon the condition
that the permt may be withdrawn at any tine, in which case the sign
shall be inmmedi ately renoved by the owner thereof.



(b) Wien a billboard permt is issued, the applicant shall be
made aware of the stipulation that if, within one hundred and ei ghty
(180) days of the date the permt is issued, a final inspection of
the bill board has not been requested, the permt shall becone void.
However, one (1) ninety (90) day extension period may be granted if
the billboard operator so desires. The request for the extension
shall be made before the one hundred eighty (180) day period | apses.
If an inspection has not been requested by the end of that extension
the permt becones invalid. Should the operator still desire to place
a billboard at the site in question, he shall apply for a new permt
and pay all required fees.

(c) If alicense holder supplying his license for a business
doi ng busi ness under this chapter severs his connections with that
busi ness and desires to use his license in connection wth another
busi ness, the latter business nust furnish the city with a
per f ormance bond and conply with the requirenents of section 28-35.

(d) Should a license hol der sever his connections with a
busi ness, the business will be allowed to conplete all work for which
permts were issued prior to the severance of the Iicense hol der,
provi ded an interimbond and insurance are posted with the city.
Addi tionally, sufficient evidence shall be submtted to and approved
by the board establishing the ability of the business to conplete the
work in the manner prescribed by this chapter.

(e) The nunber of relocation permts issued to a |licensed
bi || board operator shall be limted during a given calendar nonth to
an amount not to exceed one thousand three hundred forty-four (1,344)
square feet of advertising display area per billboard conpany. The
square footage all owance of advertising display area nmust be utilized
within a given cal endar nonth and shall not be cumnul ative on a nonth-
to-nmonth basis. A billboard erected pursuant to a relocation permt
shall conformto all provisions of this chapter. In addition to the
above limtations, relocation permts shall be issued on a one-for-
two basis, i.e., one relocation permt will be issued for every two
(2) billboards renoved; provided, however, that relocation permts
shall not be cumulative in the event nore than two thousand six
hundred ei ghty-eight (2,688) square feet of advertising display area
is renoved during any given calendar nonth. In addition to the
restrictions set forth in section 28-142, the maxi num si ze sign face
area of a relocated billboard as viewed fromone direction, shall be
t he average square footage of sign face area of two (2) prior renoved
bi I | boards, excluding enbellishnments, as viewed fromone direction
(i.e., adding the sign face areas of two (2) billboards to be renoved
as viewed fromone direction and dividing by two (2)).

(f) A Dbillboard operator may receive upon application a
rel ocati on coupon which shall be effective for ninety (90) days after
the date of issuance within which tine an application for a
rel ocation permt nmust be filed in accordance with section 28-93(d);
provi ded, however, if the application for a relocation permt is
filed within five (5) days before a regularly schedul ed neeting of
t he board, the ninety-day period shall cease to run until such day



t he board considers the application for a relocation permt in
accordance with section 28-93(d). Once an application for a

rel ocation permt is filed, such application shall not be anended
except for adjustnment of the location of the billboard on the sane

property.

For purposes of determ ning the nonthly allocation of square
f oot age of advertising display area, an application for a relocation
permt shall be charged to the nmonth within which the application is
filed.

An application for a relocation coupon shall be filed with the
departnent of building inspections within five (5) days after the
second billboard is renoved. The application shall identify two (2)
denolition permt nunbers and the date the second bill board was
renoved. The application for a relocation coupon shall not be
referred to the board for approval.

(g) Billboard permts are not transferable. A permt nust be
utilized by the operator to whomit is issued. Any operator who
intentionally gives, lends, sells, or otherw se conveys a permt to
anot her operator shall have his |icense revoked and shall be subject
to all penalties as established in the Gty Code.

(h) A billboard operator who is granted a relocation permt mnust
have the bill board under construction within three (3) cal endar days
of the permt issuance date or identify the site with a sign bearing
t he conpany and operator's name, operator's |icense nunber, and the
permt nunber. The sign shall measure no nore than four (4) feet high
by three (3) feet in Ilength and shall be affixed to an upright of ten
(10) feet overall, set in a mninumof three (3) feet bel ow ground
| evel, and a mninmumof six (6) feet above ground |evel, facing the
flow of traffic and clearly visible fromthe street. For purposes of
this subsection a billboard shall be considered to be under
construction when the sign pole is set in concrete in the ground in
an upright position.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-24, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 15, 4-3-86; Od.
No. 62853, 88 2, 3, 5-8-86; Ord. No. 65537, 8-20-87)

Sec. 28-98. Pernmits issued in violation of this chapter

Any permt which is issued in violation of any provision of this
chapter or issued upon erroneous information provided by the
applicant shall be absolutely void and no rights whatever shall be
accr ued.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-25, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8§ 16, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-99. Serial nunbers and sign information

(a) Each permt issued pursuant to this article shall bear a
date and serial nunber



(b) Each sign requiring a permt shall have the nane of the
i cense holder clearly displayed on the sign trim

(c) Al billboards erected within the city shall have the permt
nunber affixed to the structure bel ow the sign face. The nunber nust
be visible for a distance of fifty (50) feet fromthe pole supporting
t he bill board.

(d) If alicensed billboard operator operates a billboard for a
client who does not have a license, the |icense nunmber and nane of
the license holder shall be clearly displayed on the structure
al ongside the billboard permt nunber. If the owner of the structure
changes operators, the nane and |icense nunber of the new operator
shall replace the old operator's nunber on the billboard structure.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-26, 3-22-84)

Secs. 28-100--28-109. Reserved.

ARTI CLE I'V. ERECTI ON AND NMAI NTENANCE REGULATI ONS
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 28-110. Mi ntenance.

(a) Al signs and conponents thereof shall be maintained in good
repair and with the proper structural supports as determ ned by the
director of building inspections. Al signs and their inmediate
surroundi ng area shall be kept free of weeds, trash and other refuse.
The display surfaces of all signs shall be kept neatly painted or
post ed.

(b) The director of building inspections or his representative
may renove any sign along with its structural supports that violates
the standard provided herein, if the owner of the sign or of the
prem ses where such sign is located, fails to correct such violation
within sixty (60) days after notification to make such correction.

(c) The provisions of sections 28-15(g) and 28-15(h) of this
chapter which are not inconsistent with this section are incorporated
herein by reference and shall be adhered to in the enforcenent of
this section.

(Ord. No. 77929, § 3, 5-13-93)

Sec. 28-111. Preventing obstructions.

Al'l signs governed by this chapter shall be situated in a manner
whi ch does not interfere with or obstruct w ndows, doors, or other
means of exit froma building. No sign shall be supported on or
attached to any fire escape, door, or w ndow casi ng.

On any corner lot on which a front yard is required by the
Zoning Ordinance of the Gty of San Antoni o, no structure, including
signs and bill boards, shall be maintained within the triangular area



formed by the intersecting street lines and a straight Iine
connecting such street lines, at points twenty-five (25) feet from
the point of intersection nmeasured al ong such street |ines.

PUBLI C RI GHT- OF- WAY

n

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-28, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8§ 18, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-112. Creating hazards.

No signs shall be erected on or over public property in a manner
which interferes with any fire hydrant, traffic light, fire al arm box
or street light. Simlarly, billboards and commercial signs shall not
be erected in any | ocation where, by reason of traffic conditions,
fire, or explosion hazards, the sign would inperil public safety or
hanper the functions of the fire departnent.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-29, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-113. Attachment and wi nd | oads.

Al'l signs shall be securely fastened or anchored to a buil ding
wal I, structural fram ng, or other foundation, with a sufficient
nunber of bolts or anchors to resist the stress resulting fromthe
dead wei ght of the sign and wind | oads. Both commercial signs and
bi | I boards shall be constructed so as to resist a m ninmum horizonta
wind |load of thirty (30) pounds per square foot of surface area. The
use of staples, wires, and wood plugs in erecting signs is
pr ohi bi t ed.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-30, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-114. Materials; supports.

Al'l signs governed by this chapter, excluding electric signs,
shall be constructed of durable materials and securely attached to
framewor k and supports nmade of wood, netal, or other simlar materi al
of equival ent strength. Conmercial signs may be nmade of pressed wood.
Al'l electric signs shall have netal supports and franes.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-31, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-115. Electric wring.

Electrically illum nated signs, or signs which are equipped in
any way with electrical devices or appliances, shall conformto the
provi sions of Chapter 10 of this Code. The electrical inspector shal
have the right to check all wiring for conpliance with this Code. The
outer edge of the sign shall remain at least two (2) feet inside the
curb line, and shall not begin beyond a distance of three (3) feet



fromthe property line. A mninmum space of eight and one-half (8 1/2)
feet shall exist between the | owest portion of any sign overhanging a
public sidewal k and the sidewal k grade.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-31, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-116. Overhangi ng signs.

(a) Generally. Al permanent signs shall be erected so as not to
overhang any street, alley, or plaza. Signs may be hung over a
si dewal k and/ or over that space between the curb and sidewal k
provi ded the space is not used for, or designed to be used for,
vehi cul ar ingress and egress to a buil ding.

(b) Commentary. Overhangi ng signs shall not be placed over
streets or alleys where they mght interfere with vehicle traffic;
nor may they be hung over entrances where they may be danmaged by
vehi cl es thus causing a hazard to public safety.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-33, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-117. Tenporary signs.

(a) Tenporary signs may be constructed of cloth or wall board,
may be franmed, and shall, with the exception of banner signs, be
staked to the ground or securely affixed to a structure. Unfraned
cloth banner signs may project over a public street subject to
approval by the director of building inspections. The sign erector
shall certify that the sign will not interfere with the public
safety. Afl other tenporary signs nust be |ocated at |east two (2)
feet inside private property lines.

(b) doth banner signs projecting over and across street rights
of way nust neet the following criteria:

(1) The sign nust advertise or pronote a nonconmercial, not
for private profit event, a comunity charitable drive or
a community announcenent.

(2) No part of the banner sign shall be closer to the street
grade than fourteen and one-half (14 1/2) feet.

(3) Standard sign hooks, |lag screws or expansion bolts and
shi el ds shall be used where required to support the sign.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-34, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-118. Wall signs.

(a) The franes and panels of all signs which are to be attached
to the wall of a building shall be constructed of wood, netal, or
ot her durable materials approved by the director of building
i nspections. Standard sign hooks, expansion bolts, or through bolts
with washers on the inside of the wall shall be used dependi ng upon



t he wei ght and area of the sign, and the condition of the wall to
which it is to be attached. Before the sign can be installed, the
conmerci al sign operator or building owner nust ensure that the wall,
when the sign is affixed toit, will be able to withstand a w nd
pressure load of at least thirty (30) pounds per square foot.

(b) Nonelectric wall signs may not project nore than twelve (12)
inches fromthe face of the building. Electric wall signs may extend
no nore than eighteen (18) inches fromthe building face.

(c) It shall be unlawful to attach, draw or paint off-prem ses
advertising to the wall of a building.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-35, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8§ 19, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-119. Projecting signs.

Proj ecting signs may not extend nore than nine (9) feet fromthe
property line. Additionally, the outer edge of the sign shall remain
at least two (2) feet inside the curbline, and shall not begin beyond
a distance of three (3) feet fromthe property line. A clear space of
not |ess than eight and one-half (8 1/2) feet shall be provided
bet ween the bottom of the sign and the sidewal k grade or ground
| evel .

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-36, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-120. Projecting signs installed on a pipe.

In instances where a building is set back fromthe property
line, a projecting sign may be installed on a pipe overhanging the
si dewal k provi ded that:

(1) The pipe is set inside the property line unless the |ine
is nore than twenty-five (25) feet away fromthe street
curb. In the latter instance, the pipe shall be set at the
property side of the sidewalk, or if there is no sidewal k,
no closer than ten (10) feet to the curb. If the pipe is
set in an area that can be traversed by vehicles, it shal
be surrounded by curbing as specified by the director of
public worKks.

(2) Projecting signs nust conmply with the regul ation
cl earances over sidewal ks and di stances fromcurb |ines.

(3) No wooden poles or tinbers shall be used. Only sound
strai ght, steel, gal vanized, or iron pipes in good
condition, free fromall major flaws and defects, and
pai nted wi th weat herproof paint, are authorized.

(4) Al pipes nust be set at least three (3) feet in the
ground and enbedded in concrete; however, this subsection
shall not apply to any existing sign hung under the
auspi ces of a special permt which is still valid issued



by the director of housing and inspections before Apri
11, 1940.

(5) The cross arnms of angle iron for side guys are to be
bolted or welded to the pipes in a secure manner, and side
guys are to be of gal vani zed cabl e.

(6) The pipe nust extend far enough above the top of the sign
to provide space for a suitable headlift which nust be of
gal vani zed cabl e.

(7) Al pipes nust be of sufficient dianeter and strength to
properly support the weight of the signs which are to be
installed on them The m ninmum size of the pipe in
relation to the weight shall be as foll ows:

Wei ght i n pounds Size in inches
Up to 175 3
From 175 to 250 4
From 250 to 325 5
From 325 to 400 6

(8) Al pipes used for signs weighing in excess of one hundred
(100) pounds nust be of the well casing type or the
equi val ent. Lighter weight pipe may be used for signs
wei ghi ng one hundred (100) pounds or |ess and situated
entirely within the property lines. In no case may a sign
be supported by a pipe less than three (3) inches in
di ameter.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-37, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-121. Pol e signs.

No pol e, post or standard used to support any sign or floodlight
shall be set in or upon any sidewal k, street or other public
property. The construction and design of all pole signs shall conform
to the requirenments of section 28-120.



(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-38, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62652, § 3, 4-3-86; Od.
No. 62653, § 20, 4-3-87)

Sec. 28-122. Roof signs.
(a) Roof signs may be used for on-prem ses advertising only.

(b) Roof signs, except electrical signs, shall not exceed
thirty-two (32) feet in total height above that portion of the roof
of the building, or structure, over which they are erected. Al such
signs hall be constructed of durable material and shall be set back a
m ni mum of seven (7) feet fromthe inside Iine of the exterior wal
of the building, the distance being nmeasured at right angles to the
line of the wall. An open space of not |ess than six (6) feet shal
be mai ntai ned bel ow the bottom of the sign and the roof, except for
necessary vertical supports. Adequate provision shall also be nmade
for grounding netallic parts of all roof signs as a protection
agai nst lightning. No roof signs shall be erected so as to extend
over a sidewal k, street, or other public property.

(c) Roof signs shall not be used as a nediumfor off-prem ses
advertising. Al existing billboards classified as roof signs shal
be awar ded nonconform ng status by the director of building
i nspections if the billboard operator registers the sign within one
hundred eighty (180) days of the effective date of passage of this

section. The nonconform ng status will remain valid as long as the
sign is used solely for off-prem ses advertising. If the sign nessage
changes to a commercial, i.e., on-prem ses category, the non-

conform ng status shall be i mediately revoked.
(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-39, 3-22-84)

Sec. 28-123. Marquee signs.

Mar quee signs not nore than four (4) feet tall, excluding any
top ornament supported directly by the marquee or awni ng, may extend
around three (3) sides of a marquee or awni ng. An overhangi ng sign
may be suspended under a marquee, provided that the | owest part of
the sign is eight and one-half (8 1/2) feet above the sidewal k and at
right angles to the building |ine.

Sec. 28-124. Electric signs.

Al'l electric signs nust conply with the applicable provisions of
this chapter and with chapter 10 of this Code.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-41, 3-22-84)
Secs. 28-125--28-135. Reserved.
Dl VI SI ON 2. BI LLBOARDS

Sec. 28-136. Prohibition of new bill boards.



No new construction permits shall be issued for bill boards
except for relocation of existing billboards to new sites which neet
the provisions of this chapter, including the foll ow ng spacing
requirements within the corporate limts of the city:

(a) On interstates, freeways or expressway systens, bill boards
up to six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet shall not
be cl oser than one thousand five hundred (1, 500) feet
al ong one side of the roadway.

(b) On primary and secondary arterial streets, billboards up
to three hundred ninety-nine (399) square feet shall not
be closer to any other billboard than seven hundred fifty
(750) feet along one side of the roadway; on secondary
arterial streets, billboards ninety-nine (99) square feet
and |l ess shall not be erected closer than five hundred
(500) feet along one side of the roadway.

(c) On collector and | ocal access streets, billboards ninety-
nine (99) square feet and | ess shall not be erected closer
than five hundred (500) feet along one side of the
r oadway.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-43, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8§ 22, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-137. Height limtations.

Al'l billboards erected after the effective date of this
provi sion shall not exceed forty-two and one-half (42 1/2) feet in
hei ght above the adjacent street grade, not to exceed a maxi mum of
sixty (60) feet above ground |evel.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-44, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8§ 23, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-138. Setback requirenents.

(a) Generally. A billboard may be installed on a side or rear
property line provided the ot is zoned to permt zero setbacks, and
t he adj oi ning zoning classifications are not residential. No part of
the sign, its support structure, light fixtures, or catwal ks may
overhang the property line. A billboard erected adjacent to
residentially zoned property shall observe the side and rear yard
set backs required by the zoning ordinance. In such instances |ight
fixtures and catwal ks may overhang the setback |lines no nore than six
(6) feet. However, no part of the sign face or its support structure
shall overhang the setback lines. Al billboards in excess of
seventy-five (75) square feet are to be setback fromthe follow ng
facilities, districts, and parks as specified bel ow

(1) Large urban parks. A one thousand (1,000) foot radius from
t he park boundaries, except in the case of Brackenridge
Park, in which case the requirenments of section 28-140
shal | apply.



(2) Publicly owned and operated sports conplexes. A five hundred
(500) foot radius fromthe conpl ex boundari es.

(3) Community Parks. A three hundred (300) foot radius fromthe
par k boundari es.

(4) Nei ghborhood parks. A two hundred (200) foot radius fromthe
par k boundari es.

(5) Cultural facilities. A five hundred (500) foot radius from
the facility boundary.

(6) Historic buildings and structures. A two hundred (200) foot
radius fromthe building or structure.

(7) Historic districts. Afive hundred (500) foot radius from
the district boundary.

(8) Universities and colleges. Billboards in excess of seventy-
five (75) square feet shall not be permtted on the
opposite side of a public street bordering a university or
col | ege.

(b) Snall billboards. Billboards in excess of seventy-five (75)
square feet shall adhere to all property setback |ines established in
chapter 35 for the applicable zoning category. Additionally, these
bi | | boards shall be set back a mninmnumof thirty (30) feet from
adj acent residential zones. Billboards which neasure seventy-five
(75) square feet or less of sign face shall adhere to property lines,
but are not required to conformto the other setback limts
established in this chapter.

(c) Distance fromoverpass, etc., railings. Al billboards shall be
set back a distance of at least fifteen (15) feet fromthe railing of
an overpass or bridge on any road, street, highway, or expressway.

(d) Commentary. Al park definitions are taken fromthe San
Antoni o Parks Pl an, 1981 edition. A publicly owed sports conmplex is
neant to be a facility such as the Alvo Jo Fischer or Kennedy
Sof t bal | Conpl exes. The radi us setback requirenents do not apply to
private parks, country clubs, etc., which are not open to the genera
public. Any legally erected billboard which no | onger conforns to the
provi sions of this chapter due to the creation of a new park,
historic district, etc., shall be officially recogni zed as
nonconform ng by the director according to the requirenments
established in section 28-139. Billboards are no |onger permtted
within historic districts. Existing billboards in historic districts
shal |l be awarded nonconform ng status in accordance with the
provi sions of section 28-139.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-45, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 24, 4-3-86)

Sec. 28-139. Nonconformng rights.



(a) Generally. Any legally erected billboard which, by reason of
revisions to this chapter, no | onger conplies with its provisions,
shall be awarded nonconform ng status by the director of building
inspections if the operator registers the billboard with the director
wi thin one hundred eighty (180) days of the effective date of passage
of the revisions. After that tine, the director may order any
unr egi stered nonconformng billboard renoved at the operator's
expense.

(b) Danmged structures. Any non-conformng billboard structure
whi ch i s damaged beyond fifty (50) percent of its replacenent val ue
shall be renpbved at the operator's expense.

(c) [Renoval and replacenment of nonconformng billboards.] As
i ndicated in subsection (a), nonconform ng rights shall be awarded to
t hose bill boards which, while once legally erected, no | onger conform
to the provisions of this chapter. Such rights shall further be
allowed to run with the site for a period of sixty (60) days
follow ng the renoval of the nonconform ng billboard, provided such
 and owner within twenty-four (24) hours after renoval of the
nonconform ng billboard files with the department of buil ding
inspections a witten notice of intent to replace said nonconform ng
billboard with a billboard which is relocated from another site.
During that sixty-day period, a billboard may be erected at the
identical |ocation of the nonconform ng billboard, provided that the
new sign shall be erected to conformto all relocation, construction,
hei ght and spacing requirenents of this chapter. The new sign shal
have the sane size sign face as the previous billboard but shall not
exceed the limts of section 28-142. If the existing sign exceeds the
standards set out in this chapter, the new sign nust conformto the
provi sions of section 28-142. Provided further, that during the sane
si xty-day period, no billboard may be erected within the applicable
spaci ng regul ati ons except at the identical |ocation of the renoved
nonconform ng bill board.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8 34-46, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, § 25, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-140. Reserved.

Editor's note--Ord. No. 79042, § 3, adopted COct. 28, 1993,
repeal ed fornmer 8§ 28-140, relative to special setback and hei ght
requi rements for Brackenridge Park, which derived fromOrd. No.
58486, 8§ 34-47, adopted March 22, 1984.

Sec. 28-141. Scenic corridors; historic districts.

(a) Scenic corridors. The followi ng streets are designated as
scenic corridors:

(1) MAlister Freeway/lH 37 between its intersections with
Sunset Road and | H 10/ US Hi ghway 90.



(2) Charles Anderson Loop/ FM 1604 as defined in the city's
maj or thoroughfare plan as well as any future extensions
of FM 1604.

(3) State H ghway 151 and any extension of sane.

(4) Wirzbach Parkway between its intersections with IH 35 and
Lockhi | I - Sel ma Road.

(5 IH10 between its intersections with Hildebrand Avenue and
| H 37.

(6) IH35 between its intersections with IH37 and | H 10.

(7) Any expressway or freeway constructed after April 13,
1986.

Accordingly, no billboards shall be erected along that portion of
said freeways or expressways. For purposes of this chapter, a

bi |l I board shall be considered to be "along" said freeways if it is
erected within six hundred and sixty (660) feet of the public right-
of - way.

(b) Hstoric districts. It shall be unlawful to erect a billboard
in an historic district.

(c) Commentary. The McAllister Freeway between Sunset Road and
Josephine Street provides San Antonians with a particularly unique
view of their city. Because nobst of the |land abutting the freeway is
publicly owned, billboards have not becone commonpl ace along it.
Prohi biting billboards along the McAllister Freeway is intended to
enhance an especially striking view of the downtown, Trinity
University, the large trees in A nos and Brackenridge Parks, and the
I ncarnate Word Property. Designating Loop 1604, State H ghway 151 and
all future freeways as scenic corridors will serve to preserve
natural surroundi ngs, thereby enhancing the aesthetic environnent,
reduci ng visual blight and distraction and further pronoting traffic
safety.

(Ord. No. 58486, § 34-48, 3-22-84; Ord. No. 62653, 88 24, 26, 4-3-86;
Od. No. 62654, § 4, 4-3-86; Ord. No. 78122, § 1, 6-10-93)

Sec. 28-142. Maxi mum si ze of sign face.

(a) The maxi mum si ze of the sign face, as viewed fromone (1)
direction, for any billboard shall be:

(1) Six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet along freeways,
expressways and interstate hi ghways.

(2) Three hundred ninety-nine (399) square feet al ong
arterials.



(3) N nety-nine (99) square feet along collectors and | oca
access streets.

(b) The square footage requirenments specified in paragraph
(a)(1) through (3) pertain to the sign face per se. Enbellishnents
and cutouts, may be utilized on billboards as |ong as these
extensi ons do not neasure nore than twenty (20) percent of the
al | owabl e square footage for the sign face.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-50, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8§ 27, 4-3-87)
Sec. 28-143. Ani mation.

No bill board shall be erected or altered to include such
animati on as: Parts which nove, flashing/blinking Iights, or snoke
i ssuing fromthe sign which may be distracting to notorists. This
prohi bition does not include tinme and tenperature and nessage Signs.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-50, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8§ 28, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-144. Engineer certifications.

(a) Generally. A drawing, certified by a structural engineer
registered in the state, shall be required for each type of billboard
whi ch exceeds three hundred (300) square feet of sign face and is
over fifty (50) feet high. The draw ng shall attest that the
particular kind of sign will withstand a wind |oad of thirty (30)
pounds per square foot and shall state the depth to which the support
structure nust be set for the specific type of soil conditions. These
drawi ngs shall be kept on file for each operator in the building
i nspecti ons departnent.

(b) If an operator requests a permt for a billboard neasuring
| ess than three hundred (300) square feet of sign face and which is
under fifty (50) feet high, he may utilize an engineer certified
chart in lieu of the drawing referenced in subsection (a). This chart
shal | specify the pipe dianmeter needed for various sizes of signs and
t he foundation requirenents for the signs according to general soi
conditions. The chart nust be certified by a structural engineer
registered in the state. A copy of the chart shall be submtted to
t he departnent of building inspections with each permt application.
At the tinme an application for a permt is made, the operator shal
note on the application what specific type of soil is preval ent at
the site.

(c) Commentary. Smaller-sized billboards are often designed to
address the needs of a specific client. Accordingly, requiring an
engi neer certified drawing for such signs would significantly
i ncrease the billboard operator's business costs. Accordingly, a
reproduci bl e chart may be substituted for the certified drawings in
t hese i nstances. The chart represents a one-tine, rather than
recurring cost, and will adequately ensure the public interest for
the smal |l er-sized billboards.



(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-51, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-145. Billboards on public property.

No bill board, or any part thereof, shall be | ocated on or above
any public property or street right-of-way.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-52, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-146. Construction requiremnents.

(a) Every billboard shall be firmy and solidly constructed so
as to withstand a w ndl oad of at least thirty (30) pounds per square
foot of area.

(b) An open space of at |east seven (7) feet shall be provided
bet ween the bottom of the billboard and the ground. If necessary,
support bracing for the sign may extend through the open space.

(c) Al billboards exceeding twenty-five (25) feet in height
shall be of fireproof construction.

(d) Base aprons neasuring not |less than twenty-four (24) inches
hi gh shall be attached to the bottomof all billboards with sign
faces nmeasuring ten (10) feet or nore in height and forty (40) feet
or nmore in wdth.

(e) Al service platforns shall have a jack or support at each
structural upright and shall have a m nimumw dth of twenty (20)
i nches of wal ki ng surface. Service platfornms shall be mandatory on
all billboards nmeasuring nore than twelve (12) feet between ground
| evel and the bottom of the sign face.

(f) Al exposed wood or netal surfaces, including treated but
unpai nted stringers, platfornms, jacks or other supports, excepting
gal vani zed netal, shall be painted, both front and back, upon
installation of the bill board.

(g) Billboards shall be designed and enplaced not to create a
traffic hazard near street intersections or railroad crossings.
Bi || boards shall not be positioned in a way whi ch obscures, or
physically interferes with, a traffic sign, signal device or a
driver's view of approaching, nmerging, or intersecting traffic.

(h) Billboards shall not be illumnated in a manner which
interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an official traffic
sign, signal, or device; nor may the light emtted fromany billboard
cause glare to, or inpede the vision of, the driver of any notor
vehi cl e.

(i) There shall be a distance of fourteen (14) feet between the
ground and the bottomrung of any |adder which is permanently
attached to the bill board structure. The fourteen (14) foot
separation is necessary to ensure public safety. Existing signs which
do not neet this standard shall not be awarded nonconform ng status.



The city sign inspector is authorized to issue citations to any
bi | I board operator whose signs are in violation of this section.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-53, 3-22-84)
Sec. 28-147. WMui ntenance.

Al'l billboards nust be kept in good repair. If the ot on which
the billboard is located is undevel oped, the area between the
bill board and the street or highway to which it is oriented, as well
as a twenty-five (25) feet around the support pole, nust be kept free
of all sign materials, weeds, debris, trash and other refuse. Al
bill boards nust b e maintained by a |icensed billboard operator.

(Ord. No. 58486, 8§ 34-55, 3-22-84; Od. No. 62653, 8§ 29, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-148. Residential devel oper/builder billboards.

A maxi mum of four (4) residential devel oper and four (4)
residential builder owned and operated bill boards not to exceed a
total nunmber of eight (8) per residential subdivision my be erected
whi ch advertise only the nane of the residential devel oper/buil der
and the name of and directions to a residential real estate
devel opnent. A residential devel oper/buil der billboard which
advertises the nanes of the residential devel oper and buil der on the
same advertising copy shall be considered to be a part of one (1)
bi |l I board. A double faced residential devel oper/builder billboard
shall be counted as one (1) billboard. A residential
devel oper/buil der billboard which is relocated from another site
shall not be counted as part of the four (4) residential
devel oper/ bui |l der bill boards authorized under this section. In
addition to the regulations set out in this chapter, the follow ng
restrictions shall apply:

(a) Residential devel oper/builder owned and operated bill boards
may be permitted only within five (5) mles of the boundaries of the
advertised subdivision for up to three (3) years; provided, however,
said permts may be renewed for periods of one (1) year each if the
residenti al devel oper/builder submts evidence to the board to prove
t he foll ow ng:

(1) The existence of a bona fide operational sales office
wi thin the subdivision; and/or

(2) Not nore than ninety-five (95) percent of new honmes in the
subdi vi si on have been sol d.

(b) A residential devel oper/builder owned and operated bill board
whi ch no | onger nmeets the requirenents of this section or which is
mai nt ai ned beyond the expiration of its permt shall be renoved
within sixty (60) days at the owner's sol e expense.

(c) Aresidential devel oper/builder nmust obtain a permt and pay
fees applicable to billboards. Renewal of a permt for a residential



devel oper/ bui | der owned and operated billboard shall be twenty-five
dol l ars ($25.00).

(Ord. No. 62653, § 30, 4-3-86)

Editor's note--Ord. No. 62653, 8§ 30, adopted April 3, 1986,
anmended Ch. 28, Art. IV, Div. 2 by the addition of provisions which
have been designated at the discretion of the editor as § 28-148.

Sec. 28-149. Registration of existing billboards.

Not | ater than the one hundred eightieth (180th) day after the
effective date of this section, each operator or owner of a billboard
erected pursuant to a permt issued prior to the effective date of
this section, shall either renove the billboard at his expense or
register the billboard with the director. The operator or owner mnust
pay an annual inspection fee as provided in section 28-94, "Fees,"
for each registered sign. The annual inspection fee is payable within
thirty (30) days after the beginning of each fiscal year. Failure to
register a billboard or pay the annual inspection fee within the
prescribed tinme period shall be considered a violation.

(Ord. No. 62653, § 31, 4-3-86)

Editor's note--Ord. No. 62653, § 31, adopted April 3, 1986,
anmended Ch. 28, Art. IV, Div. 2 by the addition of provisions which
have been designated at the discretion of the editor as § 28-149.

Sec. 28-150. Billboards in ETJ.

(a) Notw t hstandi ng spacing requirenents set forth in section
28-136, billboards erected in the ETJ pursuant to a relocation permt
shall adhere to the foll owi ng spacing requirenents:

(1) On interstates, freeways and expressway Systens,
bi |l boards up to six hundred seventy. two (672) square
feet shall not be closer than one thousand five hundred
(1,500) feet along one side of the roadway.

(2) On primary and secondary arterial streets, billboards up
to three hundred ninety-nine (399) square feet shall not
be closer to any other billboard than one thousand (1, 000)
feet along one side of the roadway; on secondary arterial
streets, billboards ninety-nine (99) square feet and |ess
shall not be erected closer than seven hundred fifty (750)
feet along one side of the roadway.

(3) On collector and | ocal access streets, billboards ninety-
nine (99) square feet and | ess shall not be erected closer
t han seven hundred fifty (750) feet along one side of the
r oadway.

(b) Residential devel oper/builder owned and operated bill boards
erected in the ETJ shall adhere to the spacing requirenents set forth



in subsection (a) above and to the requirements of subsection (c)(3)
but not (c)(1) and (2) bel ow

(c) I'n addition to the provisions of this chapter, no billboards
shall be erected in the ETJ unl ess:

(1) Such billboard is Iocated within eight hundred (800) feet
of at least two (2) adjacent recognized commercial or
industrial activities |ocated on the sanme side of the
r oadway;

(2) Such sign is located at l|east five hundred (500) feet, as
nmeasured al ong one side of the road, fromany structure
whi ch is exclusively used by one or nore human bei ngs for
residenti al purposes; provided, however, that this
requi rement shall not apply to hotels, notels, or trailer
par ks whi ch provi de overni ght parking only.

(3) Residential devel oper/builder billboards are | ocated
wi t hin one thousand ei ght hundred (1,800) feet of at |east
two (2) adjacent recogni zed commercial or industrial
activities located on the sane side of the roadway.

(Ord. No. 62654, § 3, 4-3-86)

Editor's note--Ord. No. 62654, § 3, adopted April 3, 1986,
anmended Ch. 28, Art. IV, Div. 2 by the addition of provisions which
have been designated at the discretion of the editor as § 28-150.

Sec. 28-151. CGovernnental action

Not wi t hst andi ng section 28-97(e) and (f), a legally erected
bil I board may be rel ocated on the same site due to governnenta
action or em nent domain proceedi ngs on a one-for-one basis (if the
sign i s nonconform ng under the zoning ordi nance, it shall continue
to retain nonconform ng status) in accordance with the foll ow ng
sti pul ati ons:

(1) A permt shall be obtained by a |icensed billboard
operator prior to renoval of the billboard. Said perm:t
shall not be referred to the board for approval. A
bi |l I board renoved pursuant to this section shall not be
credited to the two-for-one requirement for relocation
permts provided in section 28-97(e). A permt issued
pursuant to this section shall not affect the nonthly
[imtation on square feet for advertisenment display area
per billboard conpany under section 28-97(e).

(2) A Dbillboard relocated pursuant to this section shal
conply with all construction, height, setback and ot her
regul ations set forth in this chapter unless specifically
i ndicated otherwise in this section;



(3)

(4)

A billboard rel ocated pursuant to this section shall be
relocated to a site as perpendicular to the public right-
of -way as practicable, such site to be approved by the
director or his designated representative prior to renoval
of the bill board;

The size of the sign face of a billboard rel ocated
pursuant to this section shall not exceed the size of the
sign face of the renoved bill board.

(Ord. No. 63490, § 1, 8-21-86)

Sec. 28-152. Signs on roads and hi ghways mai ntai ned by the city.

(a) No person may place a sign on the right-of-way of a road or
hi ghway mai ntai ned by the city.

(b) Tenporary weekend signs are permtted to be placed on the
ri ght-of-way of a road or highway maintained by the city provided
that the follow ng regulation of tinme, place, and manner are observed
and appropriate fees have been paid.

(1)

(2)

(3)

Schedul e: Tenporary weekend signs are permtted from Friday
until the following Monday. If a federally recogni zed
holiday falls on a Friday, then signs are permtted from

t he precedi ng Thursday until the follow ng Monday. If a
federally recogni zed holiday falls on a Monday, then signs
are permtted fromFriday until the follow ng Tuesday.
Signs may not be either placed or picked up between the
hours from6:00 a.m to 9:00 am or from4:00 p.m to
7:00 p.m on weekdays.

Size: Signs shall not exceed twenty-four (24) inches by
thirty-two (32) inches in size. Irregular shaped signs
shall fit in a twenty-four (24) inches by thirty-two (32)
rectangl e. The total height of the sign may not exceed
three (3) feet above the ground neasured fromthe base of
the sign. Signs may be two-dinmensional only and shall have
a non-reflective surface.

Spaci ng bet ween signs:

a. A mnimumof five (5) feet nust be maintai ned between
each tenporary weekend sign of different advertisers.

b. The signs of each advertiser nust be spaced so that
no two (2) signs advertising the sane good, service,
busi ness, political canpaign, or particul ar piece of
real property (for sale or |ease), are closer than
two hundred (200) feet from each other neasured in a
straight line. If a new residential subdivision or
devel opnent is being advertised, no sign of any
advertiser may be closer than two hundred (200) feet
fromany other sign of the sane advertiser.



(4)

(5)

(6)

Sign | ocati on:

a.

Signs nmust be self supporting and placed into the
ground by a single stake. No tenporary weekend sign
shall be permtted on a utility pole, street |ight
pol e, sign pole, fence, tree or other mannade or
natural feature.

No sign may be placed closer than twenty-five (25)
feet froma street intersection or nmedi an openi ng.
Any tenporary weekend sign determned to be in a

| ocation that causes an i medi ate hazard to public
safety may be i mmedi ately renoved by the city.

Signs shall be placed no closer than three (3) feet
fromthe edge of the sign to the street curb or, if
there is no curb, the edge of pavenent. Signs shal
not encroach on either the sidewal ks or streets.

No sign may be placed on any espl anade or island that
is located between a road or hi ghway or otherw se
divides traffic.

Except for political signs, no sign shall be placed
further than three mles fromthe property, |ocation,
or business that is being adverti sed.

Regi stration, pernmits and fees:

a.

Map,

a.

An annual pernit fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) nust
be paid by each advertiser. Were an advertiser

wi shes to advertise nmultiple |ocations, a permt mnust
be obtai ned for each business | ocation subdivision

| ocation, or service |location to be advertised by
tenporary weekend signs.

Upon paynent of said fee, the permttee may purchase
annual tenporary weekend regi stration decals. The
cost of each decal shall be one dollar ($1.00). A
tenmporary weekend sign shall not be placed on the
right-of-way of a road or highway unl ess an annua
temporary weekend decal is affixed on the face of the
temporary weekend sign

listing, and state departnment of transportation approval:

In addition to paynent of the appropriate fees the
advertiser shall provide a map and listing
identifying the street and bl ock nunber where each
sign shall be placed.

The departnent of building inspections shall submt
the application for review by the Texas Departnent of



(c)
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Transportation to insure the location identified in
the map and listing for sign placenent is not within
the state highway system |If the departnment of
transportation fails to respond within ten (10)
wor ki ng days after receipt of plan, it shall be
assunmed that the site plan is conformng to state

I aw.

Note: Application of section 28-152(b)(6)b. is
contingent on the Texas Departnent of
Transportation's cooperation in providing such
confirmati on. The director of building inspections
may accept confirmation from anot her governnenta
agency where appropri ate.

Confi scation, notice, and public auction.

Any sign placed in violation of the provisions of this
section is hereby declared a nuisance to the public
health, safety and welfare and nmay be confi scat ed.

If the owner of a confiscated sign is known, he or she
shall be notified by certified mail, return receipt
requested, not later than the tenth (10th) day after the
date of the confiscation. If the owner of the sign is not
known, notice of the confiscation shall be published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county not |ater
than the 10th day after the date of the confiscation.

A notice nust:

a. I ncl ude a description of the sign and the |ocation
fromwhi ch the sign was confiscated;

b. Include a statenent that the owner may reclaimthe
sign before the twenty-first (21st) day after the
date the notice was mailed or published if all fines
that are inposed under this section are paid; and

C. State the date, tinme, and | ocation of the public
auction where the sign will be sold if the signis
not recl ai ned.

A notice by publication mad contain nultiple listings of
confi scated signs.

The city may sell a sign at public auction if, before the
twenty-first (21st) day after the date notice was muil ed
or published, the sign has not been reclainmed. The city
shall sell the sign to the highest bidder at the auction.

The city shall remt the proceeds of an auction under
section 28-192(c)(6) to the general fund.



(d)
(1)

(2)

(3)

Exenption from notice requirenents.

Gty council hereby determ nes that any sign that is of
simlar size as a tenporary weekend sign is unlikely to be
reclaimed if confiscated.

Such signs are exenpt fromthe notice requirenments of
section 28-152(c).

Such signs shall be held for twenty-one (21) days after
the date of confiscation and shall be nade avail able for
reclamati on by the owner. After that period, the sign(s)
may be di scarded. Before reclamation, the owner shall pay
five dollars ($5.00) per sign for storage and

adm ni strative costs.

(e) Placenment of unauthorized sign: Crimnal offense, penalty.
Thi s subsection may be enforced by the departnents of buil ding
i nspections, police, or other departnments designated by the city
manager agai nst any violator of any provision of this section who is
not a holder of a valid annual tenporary sign permt.

(1) A person conmmits an offense if the person places a sign on
the right-of-way of a road or hi ghway nmaintained by the
city in violation of this section.

(2) An offense under this section is punishable as foll ows:

a. First offense by a fine of not |ess than one hundred
dol | ars ($100.00) and not nore than five hundred
dol l ars ($500. 00);

b. Second offense by a fine of not |ess than two hundred
dol | ars ($200.00) and not nore then five hundred
dol l ars ($500.00); or

C. Third of fense or thereafter by a fine of not |ess
than three hundred dollars ($300.00) and not nore
than five hundred dollars ($500.00).

(f) Defense.

(1) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that:

a. The sign is placed on the right-of-way of a road or
hi ghway mai ntained by the city by a person other than
t he def endant; and

b. Wt hout the know edge of the defendant.

(g) Administrative penalties. The director of building
i nspections shall apply the adm nistrative procedures prescribed in
this subsection, rather than bring crimnal charges, where the



al l eged violation of any provision of this section is by the hol der
of a valid annual tenporary sign permt.

(1)

(2)

The penalty the director shall inpose against any permt
hol der who has been found to violate a provision of this
section shall be as foll ows:

a.

b.

First violation: A witten warning shall be given.

Second viol ation: Revocation of permt and require
double fee for new permt.

Third violation: Revocation of permt and require
double fee for new permt; said permt shall not be

i ssued until one hundred twenty (120) days has passed
fromthe date of revocation

Fourth violation and thereafter: revocation of permt
and require double fee for new permt; said permt
shall not be issued until three hundred sixty-five
(365) days has passed fromthe date of revocation.

The director of building inspections shall make his
determ nati on based on the subm ssion of a witten report
submtted by the city enpl oyee (the "accuser") alleging a
viol ation has occurred by the accused permit hol der (the
"accused").

a.

The accuser shall submit a copy of the witten report
to the director (and the accused, by certified mail
return recei pt requested) not later than thirty (30)
days fromthe date of flee alleged violation.

Exhi bits such as city records and phot ographs may be
attached to the report.

Wthin ten (10) days of receipt of the report the
accused may submt a witten response. Three copies
of the response shall be mailed to the director
(certified mail, return receipt requested). Exhibits
may be attached to the response. The accused may in
lieu of, or along with, the response request to
appear before the director to present evidence in
response to the charge or charges asserted. If a
hearing is requested, the director shall set the
matter for a public hearing and notify the accused by
certified mail, return receipt requested. The notice
shall provide the accused with the tinme, date and

| ocation of the hearing and be received by the
accused at least five (5) days prior to the date of
t he heari ng.

If the accused does not request a hearing, the
director shall nmake a determnation within thirty
(30) days of receipt of the initial report by the



accuser. |If the accused requests a hearing, the
director shall make a determination within forty-five
(45) days of receipt of the request for the hearing;
but, in no instance, shall a determ nation of true be
made before the hearing is conducted The

determ nation shall be based solely on the report,
response, exhibits, and oral presentation, if
applicable. The director shall nake a determ nation
that the allegation is true or not true. To determ ne
that an allegation is true, the director nmust find by
a preponderance of the evidence that the allegation
made is true and constitutes a violation of this
secti on.

d. Before the expiration of the applicable tinme periods
ref erenced i medi ately above, the director shall send
by certified mail, return receipt requested witten
confirmation of his determ nation. |If such
determ nation is not sent within the prescribed tine
l[imt, the allegation will be assuned to be not true.

e. The time periods prescribed in this subsection may be
wai ved only by the witten consent of the director
and the accused.

(3) If the director determnes an allegation to be true, the
accused may appeal to city council

a. The request for appeal nust be submtted to the city
clerk, by registered mail, return receipt requested,
within ten (10) days of receipt of the director's
determ nati on

b. The city clerk shall place the appeal on the first
avail abl e regularly schedul ed neeting of the city
council. The clerk shall forward copies of the

report, the response, and any exhibits to each nenber
of the city council

C. The director of building inspections' determ nation
shall stand unless a notion to reverse the decision
is made, seconded and received a mpjority vote of the
council nenbers present at the hearing.

d. After hearing the appeal, city council may defer
action for thirty (30) days. If the council fails to
take action before the expiration of thirty (30) days
after the appeal is heard, the decision of director
shal | stand.

(h) Section not applicable to federal, state or |oca
governments.



This section is not applicable to any sign placed in the right-of-way
of the city by, or at the direction of the federal, state or |oca
gover nirent .

(i) Perm ssion of abutting property owners necessary. Nothing in
this section authorizes the placenent of signage contrary to existing
property | aw. The advertiser nust secure all necessary perm ssion of
any and all parties having a property interest in the right-of-way
prior to placing any tenporary weekend sign.

(j) Provisions not severable.

(1) If any provision of this section is found to be in
viol ation of either the federal or state constitution or
ot her applicable |aw by a court of conpetent jurisdiction,
then this section is repealed inits entirety and the
regul ati on of signage in the right-of-way shall thereafter
be controlled by Texas Transportati on Code 8§ 393. 001 et
seq.

(Ord. No. 87156, 8§ 2, 12-18-97; Ord. No. 87849, § 1, 5-21-98)
Secs. 28-153--28-160. Reserved.

ARTI CLE V. PORTABLE SI GNS*

*Editor's note--Ord. No. 62652, 8 1, adopted April 3, 1986,
deleted former Art. V, 88 28-161--28-170, relative to portable signs
and 8§ 2 of Od. No. 62652 enacted new provisions concerning simlar
subject matter to read as herein set out in Art. V, 88 28-161 and 28-
162. The provisions of forner Art. V, 88 28-161--28-170 derived from
Ord. No. 58486, 8 34-56, adopted March 22, 1984.

Sec. 28-161. Prohibition of portable signs.

It shall be unlawful to intentionally place or display, or cause
to be placed or displayed, any portable sign on any preni ses other
than at a properly zoned storage area of one properly |icensed under
this chapter unless it has been registered in accordance wi th section
28-162.

(Ord. No. 62652, § 2, 4-3-86)
Sec. 28-162. Nonconformng rights.

(a) Generally. Each portable sign placed prior to Septenber 22,
1985, shall be awarded nonconformng status if registered with the
director within a period of one hundred eighty (180) days after the
effective date of this provision, maintained in conpliance with the
el ectrical code of the City of San Antonio and | ocated at |east two
(2) feet inside private property lines. The registration form shal
include a sworn statenment, signed by the sign owner and, if the sign



is leased to another party, the | essee, which verifies that the
portabl e sign was placed prior to Septenber 22, 1985, and has been
di spl ayed at the location identified in the registration form at

| east since Septenber 22, 1985. The director shall provide the
registration formand may prescribe further requirenments to be
included thereon. If a portable sign is not registered within the
prescribed tinme period, the director shall require the portable sign
to be renoved at the owner's expense.

A portable sign shall be displayed only at the |ocation
identified on the registration formas provided by the director.
Renmoval of any nonconform ng portable sign fromthe identified
| ocation shall result in termnation of nonconformng rights and a
portable sign may not be replaced at that |ocation.

The owner of a nonconform ng portable sign nust pay an annua
i nspection fee as provided in section 28-94 "Fees" for each
regi stered portable sign. The annual inspection fee is payable within
thirty (30) days after expiration of the one hundred ei ghty-day
period provi ded above and, thereafter, within thirty (30) days after
t he begi nning of each fiscal year. Failure to register a portable
sign within the prescribed tinme periods shall constitute a violation
her eof .

(b) Commentary. Prohibiting further placenent of portable signs
i s desired because they are not consonant with aesthetic val ues of
the comunity and because they present uni que safety probl ens.

Li ght wei ght design and easy nobility of portable signs together
with frequent use of electrical conmponents create a potential for
extraordinary safety hazards. Portable signs are often placed in
close proximty to public rights-of-way in order to optimally attract
the attention of nmotorists. Such placenent creates visual obstruction
of oncomi ng pedestrian and vehicular traffic for notorists ingressing
or egressing froma place of business. Portable signs also have a
tendency to be blown about in strong winds. Portable signs with
el ectrical connections and conponents, if inproperly maintai ned, pose
a serious public safety hazard. Therefore, use of portable signs nust
conformto regul ations for on-prem ses signage as set out in Article
IV, Division 1 of this chapter.

Regi strati on and annual inspection of portable signs are
necessary neasures to identify especially hazardous conditions and
pronote to the extent possible their proper operation and mai nt enance
and to preserve the health, safety and welfare of citizens of and
visitors to the City of San Antonio.

(Ord. No. 62652, § 2, 4-3-86)
Secs. 28-163--28-185. Reserved.

ARTI CLE VI . RESERVED*



*Editor's note--Ord. No. 80910, 8§ 3, adopted Cct. 6, 1994,
deleted former Art. VI, 88 28-185--28-200, relative to signs and
billboards in the River Wl k Area, which derived from Code 1959, 8§
34-51--34-58; Ord. No. 41342, adopted Cct. 12, 1972; and Ord. No.
58486, adopted March 22, 1984. Provisions regarding the R ver Walk
Area are currently contained in Ch. 35, Art. VII. Additionally, said
Od. No. 80910, 8 2(Att. 2(5)), also deleted the provisions of forner
Ch. 28, Art. VI.

Secs. 28-186--28-215. Reserved.
ARTI CLE VII. URBAN CORRI DORS

DI VISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 28-216. Purpose.

(a) Wthin the city's extraterritorial jurisdiction there are
many roadway corridors which have been and/or will continue to be
very significant to the Gty of San Antonio. Sone of these corridors
are inportant because they have shaped the sense of what individua
nei ghbor hoods of the city are in their role as historic entrances to
the city. Qther corridors are significant because they serve as new
gateways to the city or because of surrounding natural, historic,
cultural, and aesthetic areas. These corridors are anenities and
assets of great value to the city, its inhabitants and its econony.
The city council ains to preserve, enhance, and perpetuate the val ue
of these roadway corridors and hereby authorizes the establishment of
urban corridors.

(b) The purposes of these corridors are as follows:

(1) To create a nore attractive, cohesive, and safe corridor
envi ronment .

(2) To safeguard San Antonio's heritage by preventing the
despoliation of areas that reflect inportant el enments of
the city's cultural, natural, historic, and economc
fabric.

(3) To create favorable inpressions of San Antoni o that
provi de environmental enrichment for the citizens of the
city and visitors thereto.

(4) To enhance San Antonio's inmage as a progressive, scenic,
and liveable city.

(5) To preserve, protect, and enhance areas of high tourist
and visitor visibility.

(6) To enhance the appearance and econom c viability of urban
corridors wthin nei ghborhoods.



(7) To provide corridor notorists and pedestrians with
rewar di ng vi ew ng opportunities.

(8) To reduce visual chaos and Iimt distractions along public
r oadways.

(9) To stabilize and strengthen property values within the
corridors.

(Ord. No. 76381, § 2(Att. 11), 8-27-92)
Sec. 28-217. Designation criteria.

To be designated as an urban corridor, an area nust neet one (1)
or nore of the following criteria:

(a) The corridor serves as a recognized primary entryway to
the city.

(b) The corridor abuts, traverses, or |inks designated
hi storic | andmarks and/or districts.

(c) The corridor traverses areas where natural vegetation
representati ve of the native | andscape is present al ong at
least fifty (50) percent of the street frontage.

(d) There is substantial public and/or private comm tnment of
resources for redevel opnent or revitalization of at |east
fifty (50) percent of the corridor's buildings or
infrastructure.

(e) The corridor has historically served as a regional or
nei ghbor hood commerci al center for at least fifty (50)
years.

(f) The corridor provides primary access to one (1) or nore
maj or tourist attractions.

(g) The corridor abuts, traverses, or links the San Antonio
River or its major tributaries, area | akes, or major
par ks.

(h) The corridor traverses residential areas where housing is
present along at least fifty (50) percent of the street
front age.

(Ord. No. 76381, 8 2(Att. I1), 8-27-92)
Sec. 28-218. Designation process.
(a) This article authorizes the establishnment of urban corridors

within the city's extraterritorial jurisdiction to regul ate sign
standards. Ordi nances designati ng each urban corridor shall identify



t he designated street corridor(s) and specify the sign standards for
t hat corridor

(b) Designation of specific urban corridors shall be initiated
at the direction of the city council or by a menorandum signed by a
maj ority of council nenbers.

(c) The planning conmm ssion is hereby designated in accordance
with section 118, paragraph 3, of the Gty Charter to hold public
hearings on all proposed urban corridor sign standards and submt a
recommendation to the city council. The city council shall also hold
a public hearing prior to considering urban corridor sign standards.
The director of planning shall provide notice of each public hearing
to the owners of real property inside and within two hundred (200)
feet of the proposed urban corridor. Such notice shall be served by
depositing the notice, properly addressed and postage paid, in a city
post office not less than ten (10) days prior to the schedul ed date
of the public hearings to all owners who have rendered their property
for taxes on the | ast approved tax roll.

(Ord. No. 76381, § 2(Att. 11), 8-27-92)
Sec. 28-219. Boundari es.

(a) To be designated as an urban corridor, a street nust be a
collector, arterial, or expressway. An urban corridor shall be
desi gnated on both sides of a street except when one (1) side is not
located within the city's extraterritorial jurisdiction.

(b) The maxi mum wi dth of an urban corridor along either side of
the street right-of-way shall not exceed the distance indicated in
t he tabl e bel ow

Collector street . . . . 100 feet
Arterial street . . . . 200 feet
Expressway . . . . 500 feet

(c) The mnimumlength of urban corridor districts shal
generally conmply with the follow ng distances:

Collector street . . . . 1,320 feet
Arterial street . . . . 2,640 feet
Expressway . . . . 5,280 feet

(Ord. No. 76381, 8§ 2(Att. I1), 8-27-92)
Sec. 28-220. Sign standards.
(a) General. Ordinances establishing specific urban corridors

may include requirenments for on- and of f-prem ses signs subject to
t he guidelines included herein. Specific corridor ordi nances may



include nore or less restrictive standards for off-prem ses signs. In
event of a conflict between a specific corridor ordi nance and ot her
provi sions of this Code, the nost restrictive shall apply.

(b) Prohibited signs. Qther provisions of this Code
notw t hstandi ng, the follow ng signs are prohibited unl ess expressly
aut horized by the city council to create a unifying thene in a
speci fic urban corridor

(1) Animated, noving, flashing, or rotating signs. However,
el ectroni c nessage centers up to twenty-five (25) percent
of the allowable sign area are permtted.

(2) Three-di nensional objects such as vehicles, aninals,
instruments or other figures; propellers, wnd powered or
other simlar devices or objects; and air-filled figures
ot her than balloons one (1) foot or less in dianeter.

(3) Signs which utilize intermttent or flashing illumnation
devi ces; which change light intensity, brightness or
color; or which are constructed and operated so as to
create an appearance or illusion of notion unless
specifically authorized by the city council to create a
uni fying theme in an urban corridor.

(4) Roof signs.

(c) Tenporary signs. Banners, pennants, streaners, and ball oons
(1) foot or less in dianeter may be used as tenporary advertising for
a maxi mumduration of thirty (30) days each six (6) nonths. Permts
in accordance with chapter 28 of this Code are required for signs
over fifteen (15) square feet in size.

(d) On-premises pole sign

(1) Platted lots along designated urban corridors shall be
permtted one (1) pole sign for each two hundred (200)
linear feet of street frontage or fraction thereof, but in
any event shall be permtted at |east one (1) sign. A pole
sign shall not be erected closer than two hundred (200)
feet along one side of the street to another pole sign
within the same platted |ot.

(2) Inlieu of the signs permtted in subsection (1) above,
platted | ots al ong expressways shall be permtted one (1)
pol e sign for each one hundred (100) linear feet of street
frontage or fraction thereof provided the sign area for
each sign does not exceed two hundred fifty (250) square
feet.

(3) The maxi mum hei ght for pole signs shall be in accordance
with the table below. The height of a sign shall be
measured fromthe adjacent primary street grade provided



that the overall height of the sign does not exceed sixty
(60) feet above ground |evel.

Maxi mum Si gn Height (in feet)

Desi gnat ed street Pol e sign Multiple tenant sign
Local street 10 --15 15--25

Col Il ector/arteri al 30 --40 40 --50

street

Expr essway 40 --50 50 --60

(4) The maxi mum al | owabl e sign area for each pole sign shal
be established in accordance with the table bel ow. For
signs with nore than one (1) face, only the area of one
face shall be counted, provided only one (1) face is
visible fromany one (1) direction.

Maxi mum Sign Area (in square feet)

Desi gnat ed street Pol e sign Multiple tenant sign
Local street 64 -- 96 96 -- 160

Desi gnat ed street Pol e sign Multiple tenant sign
Col Il ector/arteri al 200 -- 300 350 -- 500

street

Expr essway 350 -- 500 500 -- 650




(5) The follow ng signs shall not be included in the tota
al l owabl e sign area: real estate signs, tenporary signs,
signs which are designed not to be visible fromor
directed to traffic on the adjacent street, electric
directional signs less than five (5) feet in height,
construction signs, and signs which are exenpted fromthe
permt requirenent in subsection (h) bel ow

(e) wall signs. Wall signs shall not extend or project nore than
one-third (1/3) the vertical height of the sign above the roof or
parapet of a building or structure. The maxi num al | owabl e sign area
for wall signs along all street frontages shall be as foll ows:

Cabi net signs....20 percent of the wall area
Channel letter signs....25 percent of the wall area

(f) Address requirement. The street address of an establishnent
must be prom nently displayed on a sign and/or the building and shal
be visible fromadjacent streets at all tines.

(g9) Maintenance. Al signs and conponents thereof shall be
mai ntai ned in good repair and in the proper state of preservation at
all times and shall be kept free of weeds, trash, and other refuse.
The display surfaces of all signs shall be kept neatly painted or
posted at all tinmes. The building official may order the renoval of
any sign not neeting these standards at the expense of the sign or
property owner within sixty (60) days of notification by the city. If
t he business or activity for which a sign was pernmtted, ceases to
operate for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days, the sign shal
be consi dered abandoned and the sign shall be renoved by the sign or
property owner

(h) Permt requirement. A permt nust be obtained fromthe
departnent of building inspections before a sign may be erected
wi thin an urban corridor. Applications for a permt shall be nmade
upon fornms provided by the department. Al signs shall display a tag
as evidence of the permt. However, the follow ng signs shall be
exenpt fromthe permt requirenent:

(1) Real estate signs. One (1) non-electric sign adjacent to
each street right-of-way, not exceeding thirty-two (32)
square feet in size and used solely to advertise the sale
or | ease of the prem ses upon which the sign is |ocated.
These signs nust be renoved within ninety (90) days after
the sale or |ease of the prem ses.

(2) CGovernnental signs. Governnental agencies are encouraged
to coordinate their signs with respect to col or size,
hei ght and pl acenent.

(3) Signs on the surface of or inside w ndows, not exceeding
fifteen (15) square feet in size, providing they do not
cover nore than twenty-five (25) percent of the w ndow



area. The sign area shall be determ ned by neasuring the
perineter around the edge of the lettering.

(4) Non-electric directional signs not exceeding fifteen (15)
square feet in size. These signs nust be conposed of
durable material, situated wholly upon private property
and not exceed a maxi mum hei ght of eight (8) feet.

(5) Signs less than fifteen (15) square feet in size and
desi gned not to be read by the traveling public, including
menu boards, service station punp decals and spanners.

(i) Nonconform ng signs. Nonconformng signs shall be brought
into conformance with the requirenments of the urban corridor
ordi nance when there are alterations or repairs to the sign exceedi ng
fifty (50) percent of the sign's val ue.

(Ord. No. 76381, § 2(Att. 11), 8-27-92)
Sec. 28-221. Vari ances.

(a) The director, upon recommendation of the board of
adj ustment, mmy grant variances to the sign standards adopted in an
urban corridor in the extra territorial jurisdiction of the city in
order to prevent undue hardship or inequitable application of the
regul ations or to preserve the public safety. The effect of a
vari ance shall not be to grant a special privilege to any one
property owner, but rather to assure fair and equitable treatnment of
properties with unusual |ocations, configurations or graphics
conmuni cati on problens. The director, upon recommendati on of the
board of adjustnment, may nmake a final determ nation of any decision
of the chief electrical inspector based on an interpretation of
Article VI

A hearing of variance, a final determ nation regarding an
interpretation of Article VIl or an appeal to city council shall be
in accordance with Section 28-246(c) and the variance and appea
procedures as outlined in Section 28-247.

(Ord. No. 76381, § 2(Att. 11), 8-27-92; Od. No. 83198, § 1, 11-16-
95)

Sec. 28-222. Reserved.
DIVISION 2. | H 10/ FM 1604 URBAN CORRI DOR
Sec. 28-223. IH 10/FM 1604 urban corridor
(a) Boundaries. The follow ng areas which are | ocated outside the

city limts are designated as the |I.H 10 West/Loop 1604 urban
corridor:



(1) Both sides of I.H 10 West, an expressway, between
Wir zbach Road and Boerne Stage Road for a distance of five
hundred (500) feet fromthe street right-of-way.

(2) Both sides of Loop 1604, an expressway, between Northwest
Mlitary H ghway and Hausman Road for a distance of five
hundred (500) feet fromthe street right-of-way.

(3) Bot h sides of Babcock Road, an arterial street, between
Loop 1604 and Canmp Bullis Road for a distance of two
hundred (200) feet fromthe street right-of-way.

(4) Both sides of Canp Bullis Road, an arterial street,
between |.H 10 West and Babcock Road for a distance of
two hundred (200) feet fromthe street right-of-way.

(b) Designation criteria. The areas specified in subparagraph (a)
above neet the follow ng designation criteria established by section
28-217:

(1) The corridor serves as a recognized primary entryway to
the city.

(2) The corridor traverses areas where natural vegetation
representative of the native | andscape is present al ong at
least fifty (50) percent of the street frontage.

(3) The corridor provides primary access to one or nore major
tourist attractions.

(c) OGher provisions. In addition to the requirenents set forth
in this section, the mandatory provisions of sections 28-220 through
28-221 shall be applicable to this corridor.

(d) Of-premses signs. Of-prem ses signs are prohibited in the
corridor.

(e) Maxi mum sign height and size.
(1) The maxi mum hei ghts for on-prenmises signs are as follows:

Maxi mum Si gn Height (in feet)

Desi gnat ed street Pol e sign Mul tiple tenant sign

Local street 10 15




Col l ector/arteri al 30 40
street

Expr essway 40 50

(2) The maxi mum al | owabl e sign area for on-prenises signs are
as foll ows:

Maxi mum Sign Area (in square feet)

Desi gnat ed street Pol e sign Multiple tenant sign
Local street 64 96

Col Il ector/arteri al 200 350

street

Expr essway 350 500

(Ord. No. 77578, 8 2(Att. 11), 3-11-93)
Sec. 28-224. UC 2, Broadway urban corridor district.

(a) Boundaries. The followi ng area is designated as the Broadway
urban corridor district: both sides of Broadway, an arterial, between
IH35 and the city limts of Alanp Heights for a distance of two
hundred (200) feet fromthe street right-of-way.

(b) Designation criteria. This corridor nmeets the follow ng
designation criteria established by section 35-3152:

(1) The corridor provides primary access to one or nore major
tourist attractions.

(2) The corridor abuts, traverses, or |inks the San Antonio
River or its major tributaries, area | akes, or major
par ks.

(c) Oher provisions. In addition to the requirenents set forth
in this section, the mandatory provisions of sections 35-3155 through
35-3157 shall be applicable to this district.



(d) Setback. The setback al ong Broadway is established at
twenty-five (25) feet.

(e) Screening. The follow ng uses shall be screened from Broadway
to a height sufficient to conpletely screen the use fromview at
ground level: all outside storage, industrial activities, off-street
| oading areas as required by Division 9 of this article, refuse
storage areas, air conditioning and heating equi pnent, and m crowave
and satellite antennas. An opaque screen conposed of berms, walls,
fences, vegetation, or a conbination of these materials shall be
used.

(f) Of-premses signs. Of-prem ses signs are prohibited in this
corridor district.

(g9) Maximum sign height. The maxi mum hei ghts for on-prem ses
signs are thirty (30) feet for pole signs and forty (40) feet
mul ti pl e tenant signs.

(h) Maxi mum sign size. The maxi mrum al | owabl e sign areas for on-
prem ses signs are two hundred (200) square feet for pole signs and
three hundred fifty (350) square feet for nultiple tenant signs.

(Ord. No. 80945, § 4, 10-13-94)
Sec. 28-225. UC-3, Fredericksburg Road urban corridor district.

(a) Boundaries. The follow ng area is designated as the
Frederi cksburg Road urban corridor district: both sides of
Frederi cksburg Road, an arterial, between Martinez Creek and Santa
Barbara Street for a distance of two hundred (200) feet fromthe
street right-of-way.

(b) Designation criteria. This corridor nmeets the follow ng
designation criteria established by section 35-3152:

(1) The corridor has historically served as a regional or
nei ghbor hood commerci al center for at least fifty (50)
years.

(2) There is substantial public and/or private comm tnment of
resources for redevel opnent or revitalization of at |east
fifty (50) percent of the corridor's buildings or
infrastructure.

(c) OGher provisions. In addition to the requirenents set forth
in this section, the mandatory provisions of sections 35-3155 through
35-3157 shall be applicable to this district.

(d) Setback. The setback al ong Fredericksburg Road is
established at twenty-five (25) feet.

(e) Screening. The follow ng uses shall be screened from
Frederi cksburg to a height sufficient to conpletely screen the use



fromview at ground |level: all outside storage, industri al
activities, off-street |oading areas as required by D vision 9 of
this article, refuse storage areas, air conditioning and heating
equi pnent, and mcrowave and satellite antennas. An opaque screen
conposed of berms, walls, fences, vegetation, or a conbination of
these materials shall be used.

(f) Of-premses signs. Of-prem ses signs are prohibited in this
corridor district.

(g9) Maximum sign height. The maxi mum hei ghts for on-prem ses
signs are thirty (30) feet for pole signs and forty (40) feet for
mul ti pl e tenant signs.

(h) Maxi mum sign size. The maxi mrum al | owabl e sign areas for on-
prem ses signs are two hundred (200) square feet for pole signs and
three hundred fifty (350) square feet for nultiple tenant signs.

(Ord. No. 80945, § 5, 10-13-94)
Sec. 28-226. UC-4, North St. Mary's Street urban corridor district.

(a) Boundaries. The followi ng area is designated as the North St.
Mary's Street urban corridor district: both sides of North St. Mary's
Street, an arterial, between |.H 35 and HW 281 for a di stance of
two hundred (200) feet fromthe street right-of-way.

(b) Designation criteria. This corridor nmeets the follow ng
designation criteria established by section 35-3152:

(1) The corridor has historically served as a regional or
nei ghbor hood commerci al center for at least fifty (50)
years.

(2) The corridor provides primary access to one or nore major
tourist attractions.

(3) The corridor abuts, traverses, or links the San Antonio
River or its major tributaries, area | akes, or major
par ks.

(c) OGher provisions. In addition to the requirenents set forth
in this section, the mandatory provisions of sections 35-3155 through
35-3157 shall be applicable to this district.

(d) Setback. The setback to this urban corridor is established
at zero (0) feet.

(e) Screening. The follow ng uses shall be screened to a height
sufficient to conpletely screen the use fromview at ground | evel:
all outside storage, industrial activities, off-street |oading areas
as required by Division 9 of this article, refuse storage areas, air
condi ti oni ng and heating equi pnment, mcrowave and satellite antennas.



An opaque screen conposed of berns, walls, fences, vegetation, or a
conbi nati on of these materials shall be used.

(f) Of-premses signs. Of-prem ses signs are prohibited in this
corridor district.

(g9) Maximum sign height. The maxi mum hei ght for on-prem ses signs
are thirty (30) feet for pole signs and forty (40) feet for nultiple
t enant signs.

(h) Maxi mum signs size. The maxi mum al | owabl e sign areas for on-
prem ses signs are two hundred (200) square feet for pole signs and
three hundred fifty (350) square feet for nultiple tenant signs.

(Ord. No. 80945, § 3, 10-13-94)
Secs. 28-227--28-231. Reserved.

ARTI CLE VI'11. AMORTI ZATI ON PLAN FOR NONCONFORM NG SI GNS*

*Editor's note--Ord. No. 62653, 8§ 33, adopted April 3, 1986,
provi ded that the municipal board on sign control be directed to
cease and desist frominplenmenting procedures to anortize those two
hundred seventy-four (274) billboards identified as nonconform ng as
of Septenber 1, 1985.

Sec. 28-232. Definitions.

For purposes of this article, the follow ng definitions shal
appl y:

Muni ci pal board on sign control nmeans a five-nenber board
appoi nted by the city council and conposed of nenbers, with powers
and duties, as required by state |aw

Muni ci pality means the City of San Antonio.

Sign neans an outdoor structure, sign, display, |light device,
figure, painting, draw ng, nessage, plaque, poster, billboard, or
other thing that is designed, intended or used to advertise or
inform

(Ord. No. 60801, 8§ 1, 5-30-85)
Sec. 28-233. Authority of city to renove nonconform ng signs.

The city council may require the renoval, relocation or
construction of any sign which does not neet the spacing, height,

size and setback requirenments of this chapter in accordance with the
foll ow ng provisions:



(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

The nuni ci pal board on sign control shall conpile a |ist
of the signs that, on Septenber 1, 1985, are not in
conpliance with this chapter. The board shall conpile the
|ist before Decenber 1, 1985.

Bef ore Decenber 15, 1985, the board shall have made a
diligent effort to mail a witten notice to the owner of
each sign on the list. The notice nust be sent through the
United States Postal Service by certified or registered
mail with return receipt requested. The notice nust state
that the sign is on the list of signs that are not in
conpliance with this chapter, nust describe the sign by
general type and by location, and nust describe the action
that is required of the owner under subsection (3) of this
section. If either the identification of an owner of a
sign on the list or the address of the owner cannot be
determ ned by the board after the board has nmade a
diligent effort to do so, the board, before Decenber 15,
1985, shall cause a notice to be published in a newspaper
of general circulation in the nmunicipality. The newspaper
notice nust contain information simlar to that required
to be in the personal witten notice.

Bef ore February 1, 1986, the owner of a sign that is on
the list conpiled by the board shall file with the board a
record of the owner's signs that the owner determ nes can
be brought into conpliance with this chapter at a cost of
fifteen (15) percent or less of the value of the sign and
al so shall file another record of the signs that the owner
determ nes cannot be brought into conpliance at that cost.
If an owner fails to tinely file the required information
about a sign, the board shall treat the sign as if the
owner had recorded it as being able to be brought into
conpliance at a cost of fifteen (15) percent or |ess.

Bef ore March 15, 1986, the board shall verify the records
filed with the board under subsection (3) of this section.
If the board questions an owner's determ nati on made under
subsection (3), the board shall obtain three (3)
conpetitive bids regarding the cost at which the sign can
be brought into conpliance with this chapter. After
receiving the bids, the board may make its own

determ nation regarding the sign. The verification,

i ncluding any determ nation the board may nmake as

aut hori zed by this subsection, may be nmade only after the
owner of the signs is given an opportunity for a hearing
before the board about the issues involved in the matter.
As part of the verification process, the board shal
apprai se the value of the signs at conpensable costs.

O an owner's signs that the board verifies can be brought
into conpliance at the cost of the fifteen (15) percent or
| ess, the board shall permt the owner to keep half of

t hose signs as nonconform ng uses and shall require the



(6)

(7)

other half to be brought into conpliance at no cost to the
muni ci pality. If an owner has nore than one (1) sign and
the total nunmber of signs is an odd nunber, the one (1)
addi tional sign that prevents an exact half division shal
be added to the nunmber of signs permtted as nonconform ng
uses. In making its determ nation of which signs to permt
as nonconform ng uses and which to require to be brought
into conpliance, the board shall consider the requests of
t he owner and shall consider other relevant factors,

i ncluding factors such as geography, density, val ue,
traffic flow and cost of conpliance.

The signs that are required to be brought into conpliance
are subject to the foll ow ng schedul e:

a. One-third of those signs nust be brought into
conpl i ance before July 1, 1986;

b. Anot her one-third of those signs nust be brought into
conpl i ance before July 1, 1987; and

C. The remai ning one-third nust be brought into
conpl i ance before July 1, 1988.

For signs that the board verifies cannot be brought into
conpliance at the cost of fifteen (15) percent or |ess,

the board shall determine the entire useful life of those
signs by type or category, such as the categories of nono-
pol e signs, netal signs, and wood signs. The useful life
may not be solely determ ned by the natural life

expectancy of a sign. For those signs, the governing body
of the nunicipality may:

a. Permt the signs within the corporate limts of the
muni ci pality to be kept in place as nonconform ng
uses for a period conputed by taking the entire
useful life of the sigh subtracting fromthat usefu
life the period that the sign has been under the
muni ci pality's anortization plan, and nultiplying
that result by sixty-five (65) percent;

b. Permt the signs within the extraterritorial
jurisdiction of a nunicipality to be kept in place as
nonconform ng uses for a period conmputed by taking
the entire useful life of the sign and multiplying
that useful life by sixty-five (65) percent; or

C. Pay the sign owner, by one of the nethods prescribed
by state law, sixty-five (65) percent of the
conpensabl e costs of the relocation, reconstruction
or renoval of the sign, as those costs are determ ned
under state | aw.



(8) For each nonconform ng sign, the board shall file with the
appropriate property tax appraisal office the board' s
conpensabl e costs val ue apprai sal of the sign. The board
shall file the informati on on or before March 15, 1986.
The appraisal office shall consider the board s appraisa
when the office, for property tax purposes, determnes in
1986 and | ater years the appraised value of the rea
property to which the sign is attached.

(9) If asignis required to be renoved and the sign owner is
to be compensated under subsection (7)c of this section,
the owner of the real property on which the sign was
|ocated is entitled to be conpensated for sixty-five (65)
percent of any decrease in the value of the real property.
The conpensable cost is to be determ ned by the board
according to standards applicable in a proceedi ng under
chapter 21, Property Code. The governi ng body of the
muni ci pality may pay the owner by one of the nethods
al | owabl e under state | aw.

(Ord. No. 60801, § 2, 5-30-85)
Sec. 28-234. Appeal

(a) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the board may present
to a district court a petition, duly verified, setting forth the
decision is illegal, in whole or in part, and specifying the grounds
of the illegality. The petition nust be presented to the court not
later than the twentieth day after the day the decision is rendered
by the board.

(b) Upon presentation of the petition, the court may allow a
wit of certiorari directed to the board to review the decision of
the board and shall prescribe in the wit the tine within which a
return nust be made, which may not be |less than ten (10) days and may
be extended by the court.

(c) The board is not required to return the original papers
acted upon by it, but it shall be sufficient to return certified or
sworn copi es of the papers. The return nust concisely set forth al
other facts as may be pertinent and material to show the grounds of
t he deci sion appeal ed fromand nust be verified.

(d) The court may reverse or affirm wholly or partly, or may
nodi fy the deci sion brought up for review.

(e) Costs may not be all owed agai nst the board unless it shal
appear to the court that the board acted with gross negligence, in
bad faith, or with malice in nmaking the decision appeal ed from
(Ord. No. 60801, 8§ 3, 5-30-85)

Sec. 28-235. Exceptions.



(a) The requirenments of this article do not apply to any sign
that was erected in violation of |ocal ordinances, |aws or
regul ati ons applicable at the tine of its erection.

(b) The requirenments of this article do not apply to a sign
that, having been permitted to remain in place as a nonconform ng
use, is required to be renoved by a municipality because the sign, or
a substantial part of it, is blown down or otherw se destroyed or
di smantl ed for any purpose other than maintenance operations or for
changing the letters, synbols or other matter on the sign.

(c) For purposes of subsection (b) of this section, a sign or
substantial part of it is considered to have been destroyed only if
the cost of repairing the sign is nore than sixty (60) percent of the
cost of erecting a new sign of the sane type at the sane | ocation.

(d) This article may not be construed to limt or restrict the
conpensati on provisions of the highway beautification provisions
contained in article 1V, Texas Litter Abatement Act (article 4477-9a,
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).

(Ord. No. 60801, § 4, 5-30-85)
ARTI CLE | X. ON-PREM SES SI GNS
Sec. 28-236. Purposes of Article I X

(a) To provide sone limtations for on-prem ses signs which wll
protect the scenic beauty and friendly anbi ance which are essenti al
elements in San Antonio's quality of life. The city's beauty and
charm and its unique urban character, have been the cornerstone of
San Antoni o' s nodern-day econony. Reasonable limts on signage can
help to preserve these econom c cornerstones.

(b) To pronote the safety of persons and property by providing
that signs do not create traffic hazards by confusing or distracting
notorists, or by inpairing the driver's ability to see pedestri ans,
obstacles, or other vehicles, or to read traffic signs.

(c) To pronote harnony and order in the on-prem ses signs al ong
the city's streets by recognizing the relationship between the scale
and function of a particular street and its on-prem ses signs, and
ensuring that this relationship is sensitive to the surroundi ng
nei ghbor hood.

(d) To provide freedomfor expression and creativity. Signs are
an inportant nmediumof artistic expression in the American culture
and this article is intended to allow the nost flexibility possible
to create unique and varied forns of signs which are also sensitive
to the scale of their surroundings.

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)

Sec. 28-237. Scope.



(a) This article [Odinance 81318] is intended to establish a
conprehensi ve systemfor regulating signs within the city and its
extraterritorial jurisdiction with reasonabl e standards and controls
for the protection of the public and aesthetic qualities of the city,
and to ensure the availability of adequate, quality signs in the
communi ty.

(b) The objectives and strategies of this article are as
foll ows:

(1) To recognize that nost signs, by their nature, are
desi gned and | ocated to be seen by the driving public and
to ensure that they are sized, |ocated, and ot herw se
regul ated so as to nmaximze traffic safety.

(2) To recognize that visual clutter leads to a decline in the
city's appearance, a decline in property values, and a
decline in the effectiveness of the signs.

(3) To allow for the identification of business, residential
and public uses without creating safety hazards,
confusion, unsightliness or visual obscurity of adjacent
busi nesses or ot her neighboring structures.

(4) To assure that on-premises signs in terns of size, height,
scale, and location are properly related to the overal
adj acent | and use character and devel opnent. To assure
proper scale there nust be a relationship between the
size, height, location, and nunber of signs and their
surroundi ngs. Allowed | and uses, intended street
functions, and lot density are inportant factors in
determ ning proper scale and appropriate standards for
street scape design

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)
Sec. 28-238. General provisions.

(a) dear vision area. No sign shall be placed within the clear
vision area defined in Chapter 35.

(b) Traffic and legally required signs. Nothing in this division
shall be construed to prevent or affect the display of insignia,
| egal notices or informational, directional or traffic signs which
are legally required or necessary to the essential functions of
gover nment agenci es.

(c) Construction and "for sale" signs. Freestanding or attached
signage is limted to the heights and sizes listed in Table 1 bel ow
for the purpose of advertising a construction project or the sale or
| ease of the property on which the sign is |ocated. Construction and
for sale signs shall be renoved within fifteen (15) days follow ng
conpl etion of the construction or the sale, rental, or |ease of the
property invol ved.



TABLE 1

Hei ght Area

(Per sign)
Expr essway 30 feet 425 square feet
Arterial Type A& B 30 feet 128 square feet
Local 30 feet 64 square feet

The area represents the total square footage of all signs per street
frontage. For instance, on a |local street, one 64 square foot sign
woul d be allowed or two 32 square foot signs; four 15 square foot
signs, etc.

(1) Signs located in residential zoning districts shall not
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area or eight (8)
feet in height.

(2) Standards for subdivision identification sign and for sale
signs for residences are specified in Section 35-3304(d).

(d) Special districts. The sign regulations for historic
| andmar ks and districts and for the River Wal k area are contai ned in
Article VI1 of Chapter 35 of the Gty Code.

(e) [Freestanding, multiple-tenant signs in non-residential zoning
districts.] Freestanding, nultiple-tenant signs in non-residential
zoning districts shall contain the address nunber (to the nearest
bl ock) of the sign. Said nunbers shall be clearly visible fromthe
street with each nuneral being a m nimumof four (4) inches in
hei ght. The portion of the sign utilized for m nimum conpliance with
this subsection shall not be included in the cal culation of sign
ar ea.

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)
Sec. 28-239. Sign height and area.

(a) Height conputation. The height of a sign shall be conputed as
t he distance fromthe ground | evel of the sign to the top of the
hi ghest attached conponent of the sign.

(b) Sign area



(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(c)
(1)

(2)

Area conputation. The area of a sign shall be conmputed on
the actual area of the sign. Included in the actual area
shall be any open space which gives definition to the sign
i ncluding the shape of any witing, object,
representations, enblens, or other displays. Any border
which forns an integral part of the background of the

di splay, or differentiates the sign fromthe backdrop or
structure against which it is placed should al so be
included in the actual area. The conputation of sign area
shall not include any structure, bracing, or wall that is
necessary to support the sign.

Doubl e-faced signs. The area of a sign shall be conmputed on
a sign face basis and all requirements with respect to
sign area refer to the area of a single face. A double-
faced sign shall be permtted to have the allowed area for
a single-faced sign on each of the two (2) faces of the

si gn.

Thr ee- di mensi on signs. For three-dinmensional signs and
objects, the sign area is the rectangle within which the
| argest two-di nensional projection (silhouette) of the
obj ect can be encl osed.

Channel letter signs. For channel letter signs, the sign
area shall be the smallest rectangle that will enconpass
the limts of the witing, including spaces between the
letters. Each advertising nessage shall be considered
separately.

Lots fronting on two (2) or nore streets. Platted |lots
fronting on two (2) or nore streets are allowed the
permtted freestandi ng signage for each frontage, but such
si gnage cannot be transferred fromone frontage to

anot her.

Height and size limtation

For the first freestanding sign on a lot, the height and
si ze maxi mum shall be in accordance with Table 2 and/or
Table 3 if applicable. Al subsequent freestanding signs
on the lot shall not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of

t he al | owabl e hei ght and size specified in the appropriate
Tabl e(s) .

On lots with frontage on nore than one (1) street, the
same shall apply for each street.

On the first freestanding sign on a | ot where the primary
use is autonobile sales, the height and size for al
freestandi ng signs shall be in accordance with Table 2
and/ or Table 3.

One (1) freestanding sign shall be permtted for each one
hundred and fifty (150) feet of street frontage. On lots



with frontage on nore than one (1) street, the sanme shal
apply for each street. Al allowed freestandi ng signs
shall be in accordance with Table 2 and/or Table 3 as
specified in subsection (1) above.

Maxi mum Al | owabl e Hei ghts and Sizes for Freestanding Signs in
Nonresi dential Zoning Districts

TABLE 2

Street Classification | Height (Ft.) Size (SF)
Local 16 75
Arterial Type

B/ Conmrer ci al

Col | ect or

24 150

Arterial Type A 40 240

Expr essway 50" 375

“Not to exceed fifty (50) feet in height above the
adj acent street grade, not to exceed a maxi num of
sixty (60) feet above ground | evel.

(d) Height and size limtation. Freestanding multiple tenant signs
in nonresidential zoning districts shall be limted in height and
size in accordance with Table 3.

Al l owabl e Hei ghts and Sizes for Freestanding Miultiple Tenant Signs in
Nonresi dential Zoning Districts

TABLE 3

Street Classification | Height (Ft.) Size (SF)




Local 20 125

Arterial Type
B/ Conmrer ci al

Col | ect or
32 250
Arterial Type A 50 500
Expr essway 60" 650

“Not to exceed sixty (60) feet in height above the adjacent
street grade, not to exceed a maxi mum of seventy (70) feet
above ground | evel.

(e) The expressway standards set out in Tables 2 and 3 shal
also apply to lots, or any portion of lots, |located within five
hundred (500) feet of an expressway where said |lot or |ots do not
have frontage on an expressway.

If an expressway size sign is erected on a | ot which does not have
expressway frontage, said sign shall be setback a m ni num of one
hundred (100) feet fromthe nearest street easenent or right-of-way
and a mninum of two hundred (200) feet fromthe nearest residential
zone.

Said sign or signs shall be oriented to the expressway.
(Ord. No. 81318, 8§ 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)
Sec. 28-240. Provisions applicable to residential zoning districts.

(a) The provisions of this section apply to all signs in any
residential zoning district and within a radius of one hundred (100)
feet of a residential zoning district or a public park boundary.

(b) The following signs are allowed in residential zones:

(1) One attached, nonillum nated nanmepl ate identifying a hone
occupation or bed and breakfast establishnment not to
exceed one (1) square foot in sign area.

(2) Apartnment or condom ni um conpl ex freestanding signs are

allowed in accordance with Table 2. In addition, one
identification sign per entrance is allowed.



(3) For nonresidential uses on local streets, one (1)
freestandi ng sign and one attached sign, each not to
exceed thirty-six (36) square feet in sign area is
al |l owed. For nonresidential uses on arterial s/comerci al
coll ectors and expressways, freestanding signs are all owed
in accordance with Table 2.

(c) Special regulations for residential zones:

(1) Freestanding signs shall have a maxi mum height limt of
eight (8) feet and shall be set back fifteen (15) feet
fromany public right-of-way and a mninumof ten (10)
feet fromside and rear |lot lines abutting residential
uses.

(2) No portion of an illum nated sign shall have a | um nance
greater than two hundred (200) foot candl es as neasured
within six (6) inches of the sign face.

(3) No sign nor part of any sign in a residential zoning
district shall nove, flash, rotate, or change its
illum nation

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)
Sec. 28-241. Provisions applicable to nonresidential zoning districts.

(a) The nunber and size of signs allowed in nonresidential
zoning districts shall be based on Tables 2 and 3 of this Article and
the street classification as specified in the Maj or Thoroughfare
Plan, Article IV of the Unified Devel opnent Code and the definitions
included in this chapter.

(b) Local streets.
(1) Freestanding signs.

a. One (1) freestanding sign per platted lot is
perm tted; provided, however, on lots with frontage
on nore than one (1) street, one (1) sign shall be
al | oned on each street on which the |Iot has frontage.

b. The sign shall be set back a m ninmumof five (5) feet
fromthe street right-of-way and ten (10) feet from
all interior side lot |ines.

(2) Attached signs. The aggregate area of all attached signs
shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of a building
facade or fifty (50) square feet for each occupancy that
has a separate and distinct public entrance, whichever is
greater.

(c) Arterials Type A and B/ Cormercial Collectors



(1) Freestanding signs.

a.

One (1) freestanding sign per platted lot is

perm tted; provided, however, on lots with frontage
on nore than one (1) street, one (1) sign shall be
al | oned on each street on which the |lot has frontage.
Addi tional freestanding signs are permtted with a
m ni mrum spaci ng of every one hundred and fifty (150)
linear feet. Additional freestanding signs shall not
exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the allowable
hei ght and size set out in Tables 2 and 3 of this
article, except as described in Section 28-

241(c) (1) b. bel ow.

Where the primary use of a lot is autonobile sales,
one (1) freestanding sign shall be permtted for each
one hundred and fifty (150) linear feet of street
frontage in accordance with Table 2. The maxi num

hei ght and size for all allowed signs on [ots where
the primary use is autonmpobile sales shall be in
accordance with Table 2 or 3, whichever applies. On
lots with frontage on nore than one (1) street, the
same shall apply for each street.

Signs shall be set back a m nimum of ten (10) feet
fromstreet rights-of-way if the height of the sign
exceeds twenty-five (25) feet. Signs shall be set
back a m ni num of (10) feet fromside or rear |ot
lines if the adjacent property is zoned residenti al
or is used for residential

(2) Attached signs. The aggregate area of all attached signs

shal |

not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of a building

facade or seventy-five (75) square feet for each occupancy
that has a separate and distinct public entrance,
whi chever is greater

(d) Expressways.

(1) Freestanding signs.

a.

One (1) freestanding sign per platted lot is

perm tted; provided, however, on lots with frontage
on nore than one (1) street, one (1) sign shall be
al | oned on each street on which the |Iot has frontage.
Addi tional freestanding signs are permtted with a
m ni nrum spaci ng of every one hundred and fifty (150)
linear feet. Additional freestanding signs shall not
exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the allowable
hei ght and size set out in Tables 2 and 3 of this
Article, except as described in section 28-

241(c) (1) b. bel ow

Where the primary use of a lot is autonobile sales,
one (1) freestanding sign shall be permtted for each



(2)

(e)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

one hundred and fifty (150) linear feet of street
frontage in accordance with Table 2. The maxi num
hei ght and size for all allowed signs on [ots where
the primary use is autonmpobile sales shall be in
accordance with Table 2 or 3, whichever applies. On
lots with frontage on nore than one (1) street, the
same shall apply for each street.

C. Signs shall be setback a m nimumof ten (10) feet
fromstreet rights-of-way if the height of the sign
exceeds twenty-five (25) feet. Signs shall be set
back a m ni num of (10) feet fromside or rear |ot
lines if the adjacent property is zoned residenti al
or is used for residential.

Attached signs. The aggregate area of all attached signs
shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25% of a building
facade or one hundred (100) square feet for each occupancy
that has a separate and distinct public entrance,

whi chever is greater

Speci al regul ations for nonresidential zoning districts.

[ Menu boards.] Menu boards shall be oriented to interna
vehi cular traffic and shall not be directed to traffic on
adj acent streets.

Fuel price signs. In addition to other authorized signs,
service stations shall be allowed one (1) sign on each
punp island identifying only the type and price of fuels.
Each sign shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in area.
If attached to a freestanding sign, the area of the fue
price sign shall be counted toward the allowable area for
t he freestandi ng sign.

Val |l signs. Wall signs shall project no nore than eighteen
(18) inches perpendicular fromthe wall. Signs on a wal

of a building which is on the property line may project

ei ghteen (18) inches over the property line.

Projecting signs. Projecting signs may extend into the
public right-of-way fromthe building facade for a maxi num
di stance of eight (8) feet or a distance equal to two-
thirds (2/3) the width of the abutting sidewal k, whichever
di stance is greater. However the horizontal clearance

bet ween any portion of the sign and the curb |ine shal

not be less than two (2) feet. Projecting signs shall not
exceed one hundred and fifty (150) square feet in sign
area and shall be a m ninmum of eight and one-half (8 1/2)
feet above the adjacent sidewal k.

Awni ng, canopy, marquee signs. These signs shall conply with
the | atest adopted Uniform Building Code for construction
requi rements.



(6) Incidental signs. Incidental signs may be erected on any
platted lot without limt to nunber, provided the signs do
not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area or eight
(8) feet in height.

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)
Sec. 28-242. Tenporary displ ays.

(a) Inflatables. The tenporary display of inflatables is
permtted for a maxi num period of twenty-one (21) days per cal endar
quarter per platted lot. Inflatables shall be limted to a height of
thirty (30) feet for the inflatable device, not to include the height
of any building or structure on which it m ght be placed.

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)
Sec. 28-243. Prohibited signs.

(a) Notw thstanding any provisions of this article, no sign
shall be erected which constitutes an obstruction to the view of
operators of notor vehicles on public streets or entering such
streets fromprivate property as determned by the director of public
wor ks.

(b) No revol ving beam or beacon of |ight resenbling any
emergency vehicle light shall be permtted, nor shall any sign be
made to resenble a traffic control sign

(c) Signs which encroach or project over public property or
ri ght-of-way, except as expressly permitted by this division.

(d) Portable signs.
(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)
Sec. 28-244. Sign naster plan devel opnent agreenent

(a) Purpose. Designation of an area for a Sign Master Plan wl|
allow flexibility in signage |ocation in exchange for a cunul ative
reduction in both total sign area and sign height within the master
pl an area.

(b) Requirements. Conmercial property owners who want nore
flexibility in |ocating on-prem ses signs can do so by entering into
a Sign Master Plan Devel opnent Agreenent.

To qualify for a Sign Master Plan an area nust:

(1) Include two (2) or nore contiguous |ots, which may be
separated by a street or drainage rights-of-way, that are
not included in any other Sign Master Plan Devel opnent
Agr eenent .



(2) The owners of all lots within the Sign Master Plan
Devel opment Agreement mnust agree in witing that neither
they nor their successors in ownership shall exceed the
maxi mum hei ght, square footage and nunber set out in this
article on any of the lots within the plan.

(3) Al existing signs wthin the Sign Master Pl an Devel opnment
Agreenment nust be in conformance with this article.

Once approved, the applicant's Sign Master Plan area will be defined
as a single prem ses for the purpose of determ ning whether a sign is
an on-prem ses sign. A sign which advertises a use on a lot within
the plan area which is not a use which occurs on that |ot shall be
termed a Sign Master Plan (SWMP) sign. The use advertised on an SMP
sign shall be termed an SMP use.

The square footage and height of an SMP sign shall be subtracted
fromthe square footage and hei ght of the all owabl e on-prem ses signs
on the | ot where the SMP use occurs. In no case shall the square
f oot age, hei ght and nunber of signs on any lot in a plan area exceed
t he maxi mum anounts allowed in this article.

(c) Submittal requirenents
(1) A Sign Master Plan nust be submitted to the director of
bui I di ng i nspections for approval.

(2) Al land owners included in the Sign Master Plan nust
subm t:

a. A letter signed by all the property owners in the
pl an area agreeing to the terns of the plan and that
they and their successors w |l abide by the plan.

b. A site plan showi ng the Sign Master Plan area
boundari es

C. A site plan showi ng the |ocation of all signage.

d. A tabl e showi ng the square footage and hei ghts of al

signs throughout the plan by Iot.

(3) The director of building inspections shall forward the SWP
Sign Master Plan Devel opnment Agreenent to the board for
final approval.

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94)
Sec. 28-245. Nonconform ng sign abatenent.

(a) Continuance. Any nonconform ng sign may be continued in
operation and maintained after the effective date of this division;

provi ded, however, that no such sign shall be changed in any manner
that increases its nonconpliance with the provisions of this



di vision; and, provided further, that the burden of establishing such
a sign to be nonconform ng under this section rests entirely upon the
person cl ai m ng nonconform ng status.

(1) Freestanding signs. Freestanding pole signs that are
nonconform ng due to square footage, height, or spacing
requi rements nmay be refaced and/ or have genera
mai nt enance perfornmed as defined in this chapter. In
general, whenever the sign cabinet is renoved it shall, at
that tine, lose its nonconform ng status; however, the
sign cabinet, if of exceptional height, size or unusua
shape, may be lowered to the ground to facilitate the
above mentioned general mmintenance and/or refacing due to
property or personnel safety consideration considerations,
if first approved by the director of building inspections.
The contractor shall submit a witten request, prior to
renmoval of the sign cabinet, outlining the proposed work
to be perfornmed, dates for acconplishnent of same and
property or personnel safety considerations involved. If
approved, the contractor shall be issued a basic sign
i nspection permt and shall request an inspection on said
permt when the sign cabinet is first taken down and again
just prior to re-installation. Wien the sign cabinet is
first lowered to the ground, the license hol der of record
for the conpany shall submt a witten assessnent to the
director of building inspections as to the structural
integrity of the sign cabinet and its structural supports.
If it is determned that the sign cabinet or structura
supports are not structurally sound, the sign shall, at
that tine, lose its nonconform ng status as outlined in
Section 28-245(b)(3). In addition, failure to gain
approval and have the sign inspection permt issued prior
to the sign cabinet being taken down shall cause the sign
to lose its nonconform ng status. Replacenment of
structural supports, poles, cabinet sheet netal, etc.,
that coul d be considered rebuilding the sign shall be
pr ohi bi t ed.

(2) Milti-tenant signs. Freestanding, nulti-tenant pole signs
t hat are nonconform ng due to square footage, height, or
spaci ng requirenments may be refaced and/ or have genera
mai nt enance perfornmed as defined in this chapter, on the
exi sting sign cabinets. Wenever any sign cabinet is
renoved, as defined in this chapter, it may only be
reinstalled if it is in conformance with the provisions of
Article 28-239, Table 3 pertaining to nulti-tenant signs,
for exanple, height of the sign cabinet and total square
footage of the multi-tenant sign.

In general, whenever a nonconformng sign cabinet is
renoved, it shall, at that tinme, |lose its non-conform ng
status; however, the sign cabinet, if of exceptiona

hei ght, size or unusual shape may be |l owered to the ground
to facilitate the above nmentioned general maintenance



and/or refacing due to property or personnel safety
considerations, if first approved by the director of
bui I di ng i nspections, as set out in Section 28-245(a)(1).

Comment ary:

It is the intent of this section for nonconformng signs
to continue in existence for the usable Iife span of the
sign and not have its years of nonconpliance increased

t hrough reconstructi on.

(b) Term nation.

(1) By abandonment. Abandonnent of a nonconform ng sign shall
termnate the right to maintain such sign in accordance
with the abandoned sign procedure of this Code chapter.

(2) By violation of sign provisions. Any violation of these
provi sions shall termnate imediately the right to
mai ntai n a nonconform ng sign.

(3) By destruction, damage or obsol escence. The right to maintain
any nonconformng sign shall term nate and shall cease to
exi st whenever the device is damaged or destroyed from any
cause what soever and the cost of repairing such damage or
destruction exceeds fifty (50) percent of the replacenent
cost of the sign on the date of such damage or
destruction; or whenever the devi ce becones obsol ete or
subst andard under any applicable ordi nance of the city to
the extent that the sign beconmes a hazard or a danger

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94; O-d. No. 83198, § 1, 11-16-95)

Sec. 28-246. Appeals and variances to Article | X of Chapter 28 of the City
Code.

(a) Variance requests shall be made in accordance wi th section
247 of Chapter 28. No variance shall be granted that would elimnate
the distinctions between sign types and sizes by zoning district,
street classification or |like areas of |egislative prerogative.

(b) Any decision based on an interpretation of Article | X made
by the chief electrical inspector, hereinafter called the inspector,
may be appeal ed. The board of adjustment hereinafter called the
board, may hear the arguments in favor and agai nst the deci sion nade
by the inspector, fromthe party requesting the on-prem ses sign
permt, or any interested party. After hearing the parties, the board
shall make a recommrendation to the director of building inspections,
herei nafter called the director, to either uphold or to nodify the
i nspector's decision. If the board decides to reconmend nodification
of the inspector's decision, it shall submt the basis for the
recommendation to the director in witing. The director shall then
make a final determ nation whether to uphold or nodify the
i nspector's deci sion.



(c) The recommendation to grant or the recomendation to nodify
the interpretation of the inspector, or the reconmendation to grant a
vari ance shall require a three-fourth (3/4) vote in favor of the
appel | ant by the appoi nted nenbers of the board. In no event shal
t he board conduct business with |l ess than nine (9) appointed nmenbers
present.

(d) The board may vote on both variance and interpretations by
voi ce vote provided that a roll call vote shall be taken upon the
request of any board nmenber. The board menber presiding shall vote on
all such matters unl ess otherw se prohibited by |aw

(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94; Ord. No. 82650, § 1, 8-17-95;
Od. No. 83198, § 1, 11-16-95 Od. No. 87324, § 1, 2-5-98)

Sec. 28-247. Variance and appeal s procedures.

(a) Any person seeking a variance fromthe requirements of this
article shall submit a witten request along with a $300.00 fee to
t he departnent of building inspections. Upon receipt of the variance
request and fee, the variance request shall be placed on the first
open date on the board' s docket.

(b) The board may recommend that a variance be granted fromthe
application of this article if it finds that:

(1) The variance is necessary because strict enforcenment of
this article prohibits any reasonabl e opportunity to
provi de adequate signs on the site, considering the unique
features of a site such as its dinensions, |andscaping, or
t opogr aphy; or

(2) A denial of the variance would probably cause a cessation
of legitimate, |ongstanding active comercial use of the
property; and

(3) After seeking one or nore of the findings set forth in
subpar agraphs (1) or (2), the board finds that:

a. G anting the variance does not provide the applicant
with a special privilege not enjoyed by others
simlarly situated or potentially simlarly situated,
and

b. G anting the variance will not have a substantially
adver se inpact upon nei ghboring properties; and

C. G anting the variance will not substantially conflict
with the stated purposes of this article.

(c) Upon hearing the variance request, the board shall reconmend
to the director to either grant or deny the variance. The director
shall then consider the board' s recomendation and the factors



delineated in Section 28-247(b) and then make a final determ nation
whet her to grant or deny the variance.

(d) The director shall determ ne whether to grant or deny the
variance within sixty (60) days of the proper filing of the variance
request and fees. If the director fails to make a determination in
the time prescribed in this subsection, the variance shall be deened
granted unl ess the applicant expressly waives the tine deadline
requirement in witing.

(e) The party seeking the variance request, or the owners or
| essees of property lying within one thousand (1,000) feet of any
point of the lot or portion thereof on which a variance is desired,
may appeal the decision to grant or deny a variance. An appeal to the
city council shall be initiated by filing a letter and a $300.00 fee
with the city clerk within five (5) working days after a decision of
the director indicating that the applicant seeks to appeal the
deci sion of the director to the city council. The city council shal
consider all the circunstances of the variance request, including the
factors outlined in this variance provision, and make its
determ nation by sinple majority vote. If the city council has not
acted on the appeal on or before the 60th cal endar day after the date
the request was filed with the city clerk, the decision of the
director shall be final

(f) Public notice of variance request before the board or an
appeal before city council shall be given by publication one tine in
a paper of general circulation in the city, stating the tine and
pl ace of such variance request or appeal which shall not be earlier
than ten (10) days fromthe first date of such publication, and in
addition thereto, notice of such variance request or appeal shall be
mailed to the applicant and to the owners of property lying two
hundred (200) feet of any point of the ot or portion thereof on
which a variance is desired, as well as to all other persons deened
by the board to be affected thereby. Such owners and persons shall be
determ ned according to the current tax rolls of the city.

(g) A party who seeks to appeal an interpretation of Article IX
shall submit a witten request along with a $150.00 fee to the
departnent of building inspections. Upon receipt of the appea
request and the fee, the appeal shall be placed on the first open
date on the board's docket. An appeal to the city council shall be
initiated by filing a witten notice and a $150.00 fee with the city
clerk within five (5) working days after the director makes a fina
determ nation. The city council shall make its determ nation by
simple majority vote. If the city council has not acted on the appea
on or before the 60th cal endar day after the date the request was
filed with the city clerk, the decision of the director shall be
final.

(h) Public notice of an appeal of an interpretation of Article
I X to either the board of adjustnent or city council shall be given
by publication one tinme in a paper of general circulation in the
city, stating the tinme and place of the appeal which shall not be
earlier than ten (10) days fromthe first date of such publication.



(Ord. No. 81318, § 3(Att. 1), 12-8-94; Ord. No. 82650, § 2, 8-17-95;
Od. No. 83198, § 1, 11-16-95)



